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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Dulverton Town Council held at 7:15pm on Monday 14th 
September 2026 in the Town Council Office  
 
 
Members Present: Cllr Nick Thwaites, Cllr Stephen Daughtry, Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr 
Allison Crisp and Cllr Margaret Rawle 
 
Also Present: The Town Clerk  
 
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 

There were no members of the public present 
 
2627/53 APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Apologies were received from Cllr Christine Dubery, Cllr John Preston and 
Somerset Councillors Steven Puglsey and Frances Nicholson. There were no 
declarations of interest by members.  
 

2627/54 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no announcements. The venue of this meeting was changed to the 
Town Council Office at short notice, due to a double booking in the hall.  
 

2627/55 SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORTS & QUESTIONS FOR COUNCILLORS 
The Somerset Councillors were unable to attend the meeting and asked that any 
questions be emailed to them. 
 
Councillors had one issue they wanted to discuss with SC, regarding the recent 
roadworks at Bridge Street which were conducted with no prior warning and poor 
signage. The signs said that the road was closed when it wasn’t and were also 
misleading as to which road was closed, deterring people from entering the 
town. In future signage needs to be clearer, showing which roads are actually 
closed and which ones are still open and taken down as soon as the works are 
complete. Somerset Councillors were adamant that the closure was nothing to 



 

2 
 

do with Somerset Council but when the contractors on site were asked who gave 
them permission to continue with the works, they said it was Somerset Council. 
Clerk to email SC Councillors with these concerns and ask for better measures 
in place for the upcoming road closure at Riphay. 
 

2627/56 MINUTES 
The minutes from the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 10th 
August 2026 were approved and formally adopted. 
Proposed: Cllr Crisp,  Seconded: Cllr Ottey and resolved. 
 

2627/57 UPDATE ON MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

i. Land Matters 
Members met with representatives from South West Water and Joe Rose 
from ENP Planning on site on Friday 11th September at Barns Close to 
discuss the proposed trackway at the site. 

 
Mr Rose said that he we would like to see a plan for an alternative route 
around the edge of the football field with a new crossing at the bottom and a 
straight access route from the road at the top, to demonstrate that all 
options had been considered and inform the decision making process. SWW 
agreed to draw up a plan. 

 
SWW confirmed that the site will be used as agreed with one large lorry using 
the track, once a week during school hours (9.30 - 3) rather than 4 smaller 
lorries using Millham Lane as they do at present. Unless there is an 
emergency. They also confirmed that the track - if it stays -will be the same 
as it currently is (not tarmac) with the addition of finer gravel at the top where 
the gates are, and tidier.  

 
The Heras fencing remains an issue, the fence was leaning at the top of the 
track with a large gap where people can get through and access the site. 
SWW will look at making it more secure.  

 
SWW agreed to write and let local residents know why the works are needed 
there is a lack of understanding over what is happening which is causing 
concern within the community. 

 
Overall, Councillors felt that this was a setback in the process as more plans 
and further discussions will only serve to delay the restoration of the play 
area and zip wire.  
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2627/58 HIGHWAYS 
i. Painting of parking bays in Fore Street 

Councillors discussed the issue of widening the parking bays next to 
the CoOp store in Fore Street. Councillors, visitors and local 
residents have reported issues with the bays due to them being of 
varying sizes and the fact that quite a few of the vehicles using the 
spaces are larger than average. Cars have been damaged from other 
car doors opening and people have reported being trapped in their 
vehicles or unable to re-enter them when a larger vehicle has parked 
alongside. SC Traffic Management suggested that the Council speak 
to local traders to gauge opinion before agreeing to widen the bays as 
doing so may result in the loss of one or two spaces. The majority of 
traders are in favour, with just one objection although some had not 
responded. SC wanted a decision as soon as possible to it was 
agreed that we write to them with all of the info that we have 
managed to obtain and let them decide if it is appropriate to proceed.  

 
2627/59 FINANCE 
 

i. Financial Report – Approve receipts and payments list for August 
2026 
Members approved the list of payments and receipts detailing all 
transactions in August 2026. 
Proposed: Cllr Thwaites, Seconded: Cllr Ottey and resolved 
 

ii. Approve bank reconciliation for all accounts for August 2026 
Members approved the bank statements and bank reconciliation 
documents for the General Account and Events Account for August 
2026. 
Proposed: Cllr Crisp, Seconded: Cllr Daughtry and resolved. 
 

iii. Approve quarterly budget reports 
The Clerk apologised as this item was added to the agenda in error. 
Proposed: Cllr Thwaites, Seconded: Cllr Rawle and carried.  

 
2627/60 COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS 

Approve minutes from recent Committee Meetings and resolve any 
recommendations. 
 
i. Dulverton Partnership 

The minutes of the Dulverton Partnership meeting on Wednesday 2nd 
September 2026 were approved and formally adopted.  
Proposed: Cllr Crisp, Seconded: Cllr Thwaites and resolved 
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2627/61 PLANNING 
 

a) Planning Comments  
Members agreed to adopt the recommendations of the planning committee 
and support the following applications: 
  
EXM/26/169/LBC  - Proposed Listed Building consent for the proposed 
removal of failing cementitious render to principal (north) elevation and its 
replacement in lime. Forge Cottage, 3 Bridge Street, Dulverton  
EXM/26/168/HH – Proposed extension and minor internal alterations to 
existing detached dwelling. Evergreen, 22 Jury Road, Dulverton 
3/09/26/001 – Proposed installation of 3 No. opening vents in glazing on roof 
to the rear. Hazelcombe, 12 Battleton, Dulverton.  
 
Proposed: Cllr Rawle, Seconded: Cllr Thwaites 

 
It was noted that application EXM/26/156/HH - Proposed extension to 
garage to create a store. 2 Great Meadow, Dulverton has been approved 
with conditions and EXM/26/160/LBC – Listed Building Consent for the 
retrospective repair of rendered gable wall together with the proposed 
installation of first-floor access hatch and small maintenance platform at 
Dulverton Town Hall has also been approved with conditions. 

 
2627/62 CORRESPONDENCE 

Received and acknowledged.  
 

2627/63 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITONAL 
MEETINGS 

Cllr Rawle will be stewarding flu vaccinations at the Medical Centre on 1st 
October between 9 and 1. The next LCN meeting is on Thursday 17th 
September. 
 

2627/64 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIR 
No issues were raised 
 

2627/65 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING  
The next Dulverton Town Council meeting will be held at 7:15pm on Monday 
12th October 2026 in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton.  

 
There being no other business, the Chair thanked Members for their attendance 
and closed the meeting at 8:06pm. 
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CHAIR    DATE 

 


