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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Dulverton Town Council held at 7:15pm on Monday 10"
August 2026 in Dulverton Town Hall.

Members Present: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Nick Thwaites, Cllr Stephen
Daughtry, Cllr John Preston, Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr Allison Crisp and Cllr Margaret Rawle

Also Present: Somerset Cllrs Steven Pugsley and Frances Nicholson (until 8:30pm) the
Finance Officer and the Town Clerk

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
There were no members of the public present

2627/39 APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Apologies were received from Cllr Louise Parrish. There were no declarations of
interest by members

2627/40 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were no announcements

2627/41 SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORTS & QUESTIONS FOR COUNCILLORS
The potholes at Kemps Way have now been filled and the Town Council would
like to thank SC for completing this work. The potholes on Fore Street remain. A
large lorry has hit one of the bollards on Marsh Bridge and this has been reported
to SC for repair. FN and SP will continue to pursue the issue regarding ownership
of Kemps Way. DTC have received an email regarding the poor condition of the
leat near Town Mills. This was reported to SC who said it is the responsibility of
the Environment Agency. This is believed to be untrue. Clerk to forward relevant
emails to SP and FN for further investigation. The Councillors had no updates to
report on the planning application for the Laundry, but it is generally accepted
that that there will need to be a balance between what they can allow and what s
practicable in a building of this kind.



A fire has broken out on Winsford Hill in the last 24 hours, the cause is unknown
SC Cllrs reported that a lot of parishes are anxious about the risk of wildfires.
Some people have asked about provision and use of beating equipmentin
Moorland areas but it is generally accepted that these are not suitable for large
fires, can put members of the public at risk and are often stolen. The best thing
that a member of public can do if they see a fire is call the fire brigade. There have
been a number of small fires in Abbotts Way in Dulverton, possibly due to
discarded cigarettes, and at the weekend a group of visitors lit a fire or barbecue
on Exmoor Lawns, this was reported by several members of the public and
swiftly dealt with. A patch of grass has been damaged by fire. Clerk to ask ENP if
they have any temporary signage we can use, similar to the signs that have been
erected throughout moorland areas, to warn visitors of the danger of wildfires
and to not use barbecues in this area or at the sports field.

The LCN date has been pushed back to the 17" September. This will also be the
AGM of the LCN, with a visit from Police and Crime Commissioner, Clare Moody.

2627/42 CORRESPONDENCE
The Chair brought forward the following agenda item so it could be discussed
with Somerset Councillors:

i Letter from ENP Heritage Officer regarding condition of New Bridge

The Council have been asked to co-sign a letter from the ENP Heritage
Officer to ask the owner of the Grade Il Listed New Bridge over the River
Barle to carry out urgent repairs. The Council agreed to sign the letter on
the basis that the repairs are very important, not only to preserve this
historic landmark but to reduce the potential flood risk, where falling
masonry from the bridge, if left unchecked could obstruct the flow of the
river.

Proposed: Cllr Dubery, seconded: Cllr Rawle and resolved.

2627/43 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIR
The Chair brought forward the following agenda item so it could be discussed
with Somerset Councillors:

The Chair of the Parish Rooms, Bill Gash has contacted the Clerk and Council
members requesting that they appoint a Councillor as a Trustee to the Parish
Rooms, to ensure that the Trust is being run efficiently and assist them in
exploring options to keep the Parish Rooms viable for the future.

Cllrs are currently looking into this matter and gathering information in order to
be able to make an informed decision and it was suggested that Mr Gash contact



Spark Somerset for assistance regarding the governance of the Trust and funding
options.

2627/44 MINUTES
The minutes from the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 13" July

2026 were approved and formally adopted.
Proposed: Cllr Crisp, Seconded: Cllr Rawle and resolved.

2627/45 UPDATE ON MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Land Matters
The Clerk asked for an update from South West Water and received no
response. The Chair reported to SWW that the Heras fencing is again
uneven, with the gates being left open and needs attention, and received
no response. Cllrs would like to know if SWW have written to residents
regarding the proposed trackway. Clerk to follow up.
The Council has been looking at some additional dynamic play equipment
for the play area once it is restored and will be ready to put this out to
tender as soon as a decision has been made, either way.

2627/46 FINANCE

Financial Report - Approve receipts and payments list for July 2026
Members approved the list of payments and receipts detailing all
transactions in July 2026.

Proposed: Cllr Preston, Seconded: Cllr Rawle and resolved

Approve bank reconciliation for all accounts for July 2026
Members approved the bank statements and bank reconciliation
documents for the General Account and Events Account for July 2026.
Proposed: Cllr Daughtry, Seconded: Cllr Thwaites and resolved.

Approve quarterly budget reports
The Clerk produced two reports which were examined in detail at the
Legal and Finance Committee meeting on Tuesday 4™ August

A detailed budget summary showing receipts and payments to date
against the budgeted amounts and the figures for the previous year
and

A summary of receipts and payments to date showing the actual and
budgeted amounts and the variance / net position.



The Clerk will look at producing a more suitable report for the next
quarterly meeting, possibly separating the reports for the general
account and events. Members agreed that the net position on most
budget lines was appropriate, with no significant variances.
Proposed: Cllr Daughtry, Seconded: Cllr Thwaites and carried.

2627/47 COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
Approve minutes from recent Committee Meetings and resolve any
recommendations.

i Dulverton Partnership
The minutes of the Dulverton Partnership meeting on Tuesday 28" July 2026
were approved and formally adopted. It was noted that the Exmoor on Film
Evening planned for Wednesday 14" October has been cancelled due to lack
of suitable content.
Proposed: Cllr Dubery, Seconded: Cllr Crisp and resolved

ii. Donation from Secret Gardens event to Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance
Councillors agreed to make a donation of £1,500 from the proceeds of the
Secret Gardens event to the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance, following
the recommendation of the Dulverton Partnership sub-committee.
Proposed: Cllr Crisp, Seconded: Cllr Preston and resolved

iii. Legal and Finance Committee
The minutes of the Legal and Finance Committee meeting on Tuesday 4™
August were approved and formally adopted, subject to minor amendments.
Proposed; Cllr Daughtry, Seconded: Cllr Thwaites and resolved.

iv. Banking arrangements
Cllrs agreed to make new banking arrangements for the Councils reserves,
following the recommendations of the Legal and Finance Committee, and
detailed in point 4 of the Legal and Finance Committee minutes. Clerk to
action changes.
Proposed: Cllr Preston, Seconded: Cllr Crisp and resolved.

2627/48 PLANNING

a) Planning Comments
Members agreed to adopt the recommendations of the planning committee
and support the following applications:

EXM/26/156/HH - Proposed extension to garage to create a store. 2 Great
Meadow, Dulverton

EXM/26/041/FULL - Proposed conversion of Grade Il Listed former
Dulverton Laundry building into residential accommodation. The Laundry,
Chapel Street, Dulverton



EXM/26/042/LBC - Proposed listed building consent for the proposed
conversion of Grade Il Listed former Dulverton Laundry building into
residential accommodation. The Laundry, Chapel Street, Dulverton
EXM/26/160/LBC - Proposed listed building consent for the retrospective
repair of rendered gable wall together with the proposed installation of first
floor access hatch and maintenance platform. Dulverton Town Hall, Fore
Street, Dulverton

Proposed: Cllr Rawle, Seconded: Cllr Crisp

It was noted that application EXM/26/116/HH - Proposed erection of a
garage, garden walls and raised decking area. Woodside, Battleton,
Dulverton has been approved with conditions.

2627/49 CORRESPONDENCE
Received and acknowledged.

2627/50 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITONAL
MEETINGS
The Chair has organised free defib training with Devon and Somerset Air
Ambulance, in the Town Hall on the evening of the 1%* October. This will be free
for anyone who is interested in attending — for up to 12 people. The Chair has
suggested that the Council makes a donation to the Air Ambulance from
available budgets. Clerk to create a poster to publicise the event.

2627/51 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN
The Chair would like to reestablish the use of the Council owned parking
space and loading bay in the Lion Stables Car Park for use by Council
members and staff on Council business. It was suggested that new signage is
created along with laminated passes for any member wishing to use the
space.

2627/52 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next Dulverton Town Council meeting will be held at 7:15pm on Monday
14" September 2026 in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton.

There being no other business, the Chair thanked Members for their attendance
and closed the meeting at 9:15pm.

CHAIR DATE



