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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Dulverton Town Council held at 7:15pm on Monday 13 July
2026 in Dulverton Town Hall.

Members Present: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Nick Thwaites, Cllr Stephen
Daughtry, Cllr John Preston, Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr Margaret Rawle and Cllr Louie Parrish

Also Present: Somerset Cllrs Steven Pugsley and Frances Nicholson (until 20:30) and
the Town Clerk

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
There were no members of the public present

2627/28 APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Apologies were received from Cllr Allison Crisp. There were no declarations of
interest by members

2627/29 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Former Town Councillor Colin Benton has passed away. The Council would like
to express their condolences to Michelle and family.

2627/30 SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORTS & QUESTIONS FOR COUNCILLORS
The issues at Kemps Way were discussed at the LCN. As an unadopted road it is
believed to be the responsibility of Parks and Open Spaces at SC, rather than
Highways. The double yellow lines have been repainted but the potholes have not
been filled. SC advised a month ago that they were getting prices for this work. It
is an SC asset but they do not consider it to be a highway. If SC fail to address the
potholes before September, DTC will take further action.
Following the LCN meeting on Friday10th July, it was confirmed that the signage
on Winsford Hill has been replaced. The issue of cutting back the vegetation in
this area in order to increase visibility and reduce accidents has been raised and
is likely to be addressed in the near future.



A road closure will be in place due to rolling repairs on the A396 on 6" August.

It has also been noted that a road closure had been proposed from Battleton to
Brushford for BT repairs close to the bank holiday weekend. It appears that the
Council did not receive any notification about this work and it has been
suggested that this would not be a suitable time to carry out the repairs. SC were
contacted following the LCN meeting. Clerk to confirm if this has been
rescheduled.

SC will also be repainting the parking bays in Dulverton Fore Street and some of
the other lines in the local area. Councillors to check and see if any others need
doing in this area, photograph them and report them on the SC portal.
Councillors reported issues with the sound at the main LCN meeting on 11"
June. The guest speaker microphones appeared to be clearer than the rest of the
attendees. Councillors considered whether anything could be done to improve
the sound or equipment used and whether the hall had their own sound
equipment that could be utilised that might be of better quality.

The piles of mud and debris in Church Lane caused by the recent storm have not
been removed although the issue was reported to Highways and they confirmed
that they will do the work. Clerk to follow up.

2627/31 PLANNING

The Chair brought forward the planning items on the agenda for Somerset
Councillors.

a) Planning Comments

b)

Members agreed to adopt the recommendations of the planning committee
and support the following applications:

EXM/26/042/LBC - Proposed listed building consent for conversion to 6No.
2-bed apartments, 2No. 1-bed cottages and 1No. 2-bed cottage, The
Laundry, Chapel Street, Dulverton.

EXM/26/041/FULL - Amended planning consent for the conversion into
residential properties as detailed above.

EXM/26/154/TCA - Proposed works to 2 Ash trees in conservation area, Weir
View, Northmoor Road.

Proposed: Cllr Rawle, Seconded: Cllr Preston

It was also noted that a certificate of lawfulness has been granted to
EXM/26/109/CLP - Velux windows, solar panels and battery storage and VE
charge point, Stable House, Jury Road, Dulverton.

Consider planning application EXM/26/131/FULL - Sewage Treatment
Works, Millham Lane, Dulverton TA22 9HU. PROPOSED ACCESS TRACK.
RETROSPECTIVE



The proposed application is for an access track which crosses the Town
Council-owned recreation area at Barns Close, effectively dividing it into
two halves. After three years of protracted discussions, what was initially
installed as a temporary trackway to allow heavy plant to access the site to
upgrade the sewage treatment works is now being proposed as permanent
access for tankers and service vehicles. The Council does not want a
trackway across the recreation area but accepts that if we did not negotiate
with South West Water then this might be subject to a compulsory purchase
order with a wider track and other non-negotiable features. Lorries
accessing Millham Lane are becoming increasingly larger and access is
becoming difficult with fewer small trucks available. The Council discussed
the location of the track with South West Water in detail, Council initially
suggesting that it was located around the edge of the Rec, but SWW did not
regard this as a feasible option. The Council feels they have little option
than to negotiate their position so that the sewage works can be maintained
for use both by residents with septic tanks and the local community as a
whole. We would like this issue to be resolved as soon as possible - either
way - so that the fence and the play equipment including the zip line can be
restored and we are ready to put this in motion as soon as a decision has
been made.

The plans have been revised to include weld mesh fencing, suitable for a
play area. We would like to see a gate system that makes it easy for children
to access both sides of the play area when the trackway is not in use and
understand that this has been drawn up but not yet submitted with the
plans. There is also no traffic management documentation with the
proposal and the Council would like to know how frequently and at what
times vehicles are likely to be accessing the site and whether there would
be any restrictions in place.

When the temporary track was initially proposed, South West Water wrote
to local residents explaining what it was and why it was needed. We suggest
that they write to local residents again, or hold a drop-in event, to explain
why the works are necessary, why this site is being used, why they couldn’t
go around the edge of the field or use an alternative site and that the play
area will be restored with safety measures in place.

Based on these comments and observations, the Councillors agreed to
submit a neutral response to this application.

Proposed: Clir Preston, Seconded Cllr Parrish



2627/32 MINUTES
The minutes from the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 8" June
2026 were approved and formally adopted, subject to minor amendments.
Proposed: Cllr Thwaites, Seconded: Cllr Rawle and resolved.

2627/33 UPDATE ON MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Land Matters
The Council are continuing to liaise with South West Water regarding the
land at Barns Close, much of which was covered during our planning
discussion (2627/31 b). We have advised South West Water to write to
local residents and/or organise a drop-in session to address their
concerns and let them know what is happening at the site, why the works
are necessary and the why the track now needs to be permanent. We are
looking forward to reinstating the fence and the play equipment as soon as
possible, once a decision has been made.

2627/34 FINANCE

Financial Report - Approve Receipts and Payments list for June 2026
Members approved the list of payments and receipts detailing all
transactions in June 2026.

Proposed: Cllr Daughtry, Seconded: Cllr Parrish and resolved.

Approve bank reconciliation for all accounts for June 2026
Members approved the bank statements and bank reconciliation
documents for the General Account and Events Account for June 2026.
Proposed: Cllr Daughtry, Seconded: Cllr Dubery and resolved.

25/26 AGAR: Note amendment to the notice of public rights

The External Auditors, PKF Littlejohn advised the Clerk that the
previously published period of notice for the exercise of public rights
was incorrect. This has now been amended and republished with the
correct dates which are 4™ June — 15" July 2026 (inclusive).

Review and approve revised asset register

The Clerk and Chair have spent some time reviewing the asset register
to make sure that it is up to date, with all assets recorded accurately
and at the correct value, excluding VAT. Members approved the register
subject to minor amendments. Now this is approved the Clerk will
revise the insurance schedule to ensure that all of the Council’s assets
are adequately insured.

Proposed: Clir Dubery, Seconded: Cllr Daughtry and resolved.



2627/35 CORRESPONDENCE
Received and acknowledged.

2627/36 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITONAL
MEETINGS
Members who attended the LCN Highways sub group meeting on Friday 10"
July reported on the topics covered, (also discussed during item 2627/30)
including road closures, maintenance, grit bins and active travel.

2627/37 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN
The minutes of the Grounds Committee meeting on Tuesday 16" June were
reviewed by members and approved.

Proposed: Cllr Preston, Seconded: Cllr Parrish

The minutes of the Dulverton Partnership Committee on Tuesday 9" June
were reviewed by members and approved.
Proposed: Cllr Dubery, Seconded: Cllr Thwaites

The Chair expressed her thanks to everyone that had supported the events.

The Council has made a donation of £60 to Caremoor (ENP) to cover
Knotweed treatment at 2 sites in the town.

2627/38 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next Dulverton Town Council meeting will be held at 7:15pm on Monday
10" August 2026 in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton.

There being no other business, the Chair thanked Members for their attendance
and closed the meeting at 9:21pm.

CHAIR DATE



