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ANNUAL MEETING OF DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Dulverton Town Council which commenced at
8:09pm on Tuesday 12" May 2026 in Dulverton Town Hall.

Present: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Nick Thwaites, Cllr Allison Crisp, Cllr
Stephen Daughtry, Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr Louise Parrish, Cllr Margaret Rawle, the Town
Clerk and the Administration Officer

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
There were no members of the public present.

2627/01 ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR/CHAIR
It was proposed by Cllr Thwaites, seconded by Cllr Rawle and unanimously
resolved to re-elect Cllr Christine Dubery as the Mayor and Chair of Dulverton
Town Council for the 2026/27 Civic Year. Cllr Dubery signed a Declaration of
Acceptance of Office.

2627/02 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr Parrish and unanimously
resolved to re-elect Cllr Nick Thwaites as the Vice Chair of Dulverton Town
Council for the 2026/27 Civic Year. Cllr Thwaites signed a Declaration of
Acceptance of Office.

2627/03 APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Apologies were received from Cllr John Preston, Somerset Cllr Frances
Nicholson and Somerset Cllr Steven Pugsley. There were no declarations of
interest by members.

2627/04 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Somerset Councillors were not able to attend the meeting due to prior
commitments but were asked for an update on the issue of Kemps Way prior to
their departure from the earlier APM. Unfortunately there has been no further
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progress but they will continue to chase and the Clerk will attempt to follow up as
well.

2627/05 SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORTS & QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY
COUNCILLORS
The Somerset Councillors gave their apologies as they had prior commitments

2627/06 MINUTES
The minutes from the Dulverton Town Council meeting on Monday 14™ April 2026
were approved and formally adopted with no amendments.
Proposed: Cllr Thwaites, Seconded: Cllr Daughtry and resolved.

2627/07 UPDATE ON MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Cllrs asked if any progress had been made with regard to the installation of a
defib in the Fishers Mead area. No further action has been taken but it was
agreed to ascertain whether there is a defib inside the community building in
Fishers Mead and if there is, whether it could be moved to the outside of the
building where it would be more accessible. Cllr Ottey agreed to enquire.
Cllrs asked for an update on the Assets of Community Value, there were no
updates to report.

2627/08 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS
It was proposed by Cllr Crisp, Seconded by Cllr Rawle and resolved that the
following members be appointed to the Council’s Committees:

vi.

Planning & Conservation

Cllr Rawle, Cllr Crisp, Cllr Thwaites, Cllr Preston and Cllr Daughtry (no
change)

Grounds

Cllr Dubery, Cllr Crisp, Cllr Ottey, Cllr Parrish and Cllr Preston (no
change)

Town Management

Cllr Ottey, Cllr Dubery, Cllr Rawle, Cllr Parrish and Cllr Daughtry (no
change) Councillors on the Town Management Committee were
reminded that they need to convene more frequently.

Legal & Finance

Cllr Dubery, Cllr Thwaites, Cllr Ottey and Cllr Daughtry

Policy, Procedures & HR

Cllr Thwaites, Cllr Dubery, Cllr Ottey, Cllr Preston and Cllr Daughtry (no
change)

Dulverton Partnership Sub Committee

Cllr Dubery, Cllr Thwaites, Cllr Rawle and Cllr Crisp (no change)



2627/09 APPOINTMENT OF OUTSIDE BODIES
It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, Seconded by Cllr Thwaites and resolved that the
following members be appointed as the Council’s representatives to outside
bodies:

i. Sports Field Management Committee
Cllr Parrish
ii. Town Hall Management Committee
Cllr Parrish
iii. Farmers Market Committee
Cllr Ottey and Cllr Dubery
iv. Dulverton Patient Group
Cllr Rawle
v. Local Community Network
Cllr Dubery, Cllr Rawle and Cllr Thwaites
vi. National Park Forum
This no longer exists, so no representative was appointed
vii. Highways Warden & Parish Paths Liaison Officer
Cllr Rawle, Cllr Daughtry and Cllr Ottey
viii. Streamcombe Allotment Trustees
Keith Ross and Catherine Blundell were elected as trustees with Cllr
Rawle as the Council’s representative.

2627/10 FINANCE

i. Internal Audit Report - Receive and review report from Internal
Auditor and consider action plan for any issues raised
Councillors received a lengthy report from the internal auditor with 2
‘nos’ ticked on the AGAR sheet. The new Clerk has resolved several of
the issues already and will develop and implement an action plan to
ensure that the Council passes the audit next year. It was proposed by
Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr Thwaites and Resolved to adopt the
report and support the Clerk in ensuring that all of the Council’s
obligations are met in the future.

ii. Receive and approve the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return — Section 1 The Annual Governance Statement
It was proposed by Cllr Thwaites, Seconded by Cllr Dubery and
resolved to formally approve the Annual Governance Statement for the
year ending 31t March 2026 and submit it to the external auditor with
supporting documentation from the Clerk.



Vi.

Receive and approve the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return - Section 2 The Accounting Statements

Councillors inspected the Accounting Statements and it was proposed
by Cllr Parrish, seconded by Cllr Thwaites and resolved to formally
approve the AGAR Accounting Statements for the year ending 31°*
March 2026.

Approve the notice period for the exercise of public rights

It was proposed by Cllr Thwaites, seconded by Cllr Dubery and resolved
to approve the notice period for the exercise of public rights which will
run from Thursday 3" June until Wednesday 15" July, 2026.

Financial Report - Ratify Payment List for April 2026
Members approved lists of payments and receipts detailing
transactions made in April.

Proposed: Cllr Daughtry, Seconded: Cllr Parrish and resolved.

Approve and sign the bank reconciliation for all accounts for April
2026

Cllrs approved and signed the bank statements and bank reconciliation
documents for the General Account and Events Account for April 2026.
Proposed: Cllr Dubery, Seconded: Cllr Rawle and resolved.

2627/11 COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS

Grounds Meeting - Thursday 7" May 2026

It was proposed by Cllr Crisp, seconded by Cllr Ottey and resolved to
approve the minutes of the committee meeting, subject to minor
corrections.

Comments: The drain at the bottom of Andrews Hill (8.iv) has been
reported and cleared.

The lights in Abbotts Way appear to be malfunctioning, on during the
day and off at night. Councillors to confirm and report.

The dog fouling sign on Exmoor Lawns (8.vi) has been moved and needs
to be put back. Clerk to advise grounds team.

Joint Meeting of the Legal & Finance Committee and the Policy,
Procedures & HR Committee - Thursday 7" May 2026

It was proposed by Cllr Daughtry, seconded by Cllr Crisp and resolved
to approve the minutes of this committee meeting.

Review of Cemetery Fees



Following recommendations from the Grounds and Legal & Finance
Committees, Councillors agreed to amend the Cemetery Fees as
follows:
e theintermentfees fora child be returned to the previous limit of
12 years and under and kept at £125
e intermentfees for an adult (over 12 years) be raised from £450 to
£500
e interment of ashes be raised from £175 to £200
e digging fee for ashes be raised from £75 to £100

Proposed: Cllr Crisp, Seconded: Cllr Thwaites and resolved.

iv. Reserve Account
Members of the Legal and Finance Committee conducted some
research into alternative banking arrangements for the Council’s
General and Earmarked Reserves. It was agreed that Councillors would
conduct further research and come back with more information in
order to make an informed decision.

v. Policy Review - Statement of Internal Control and Annual review of
Effectiveness
This was reviewed following recommendations from the Policy,
Procedures and HR Committee who scrutinised and approved it at their
recent meeting. Proposed: Cllr Dubery, Seconded: Cllr Crisp

vi. Annual Subscriptions to the NALC, SALC, the SLCC and the Somerset
Playing Fields Association were approved at the Committee Meeting on
7" May. Proposed: Cllr Dubery, Seconded: Cllr Crisp

2627/12 PLANNING
Planning Comments
Members agreed to adopt the recommendations of the planning committee
and support the following application: EXM/26/100/TCA (Tree works on
Exmoor Lawns).
Proposed: Cllr Rawle, Seconded: Cllr Crisp

It was also noted that applications 6/9/25/021 (Woodside, Battleton) and
EXM/26/65/FULL (Fire Station drill tower) have been approved.

2627/13 CORRESPONDENCE
Received and acknowledged.
Cllrs asked if we had heard any more from Highways regarding road surface
dressing. Clerk to request an update.



2627/14 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITONAL
MEETINGS
Cllr Dubery confirmed that the Town Hall have now appointed a contractor to
repair the gable end and that they will also be removing cement fibre board.
There will be some fundraising efforts to help pay for the repairs and Cllrs
suggested having a collection during the Lit Fest to help with this.

2627/15 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN
Minutes of the Dulverton Partnership meeting on the 14™ April were reviewed
by Councillors prior to the meeting. It was proposed by Cllr Crisp, seconded
by Cllr Thwaites and resolved to approve the minutes of this sub-committee
meeting.

2627/16 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next Dulverton Town Council meeting will be held at 7:15pm on Monday
8™ June 2026 in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton.

There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their attendance
and closed the meeting at 9:45pm.

CHAIR DATE



