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Dulverton Partnership Meeting Minutes held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 10am at 
Exchange Cottage, Lady Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX. 

Present: Christine Dubery, Margaret Rawle, Ali Pegrum, Louise Ogden, Nick Thwaites. 

Apologies: Hayley Sampson, Allison Crisp, Iain Mckay and Steve Huckins. 

Chairman’s Comments: Christine thanked everyone who helped with the Dog Show 
held on 24th May. 

Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting of 14th April 2026. 

Proposed by Louise Ogden, seconded by Christine Dubery  and carried. 

Matters arising: 

Dog Show report:   Considering it was a very warm day, there were 189 entries. Not as 
many as the 2025 event but satisfactory. Feedback was very positive about the event.  
The judging ring was erected under the trees measuring 15m x15m which provided 
maximum shade for the whole of the afternoon.  

500 programmes were adequate for the event. Ali to prepare a press release with 
photos. The 2027 Dog Show date was fixed for May Bank Holiday Sunday 30th May 2027. 

It was noted that a number of the white plastic chairs were mouldy and had to be 
cleaned on the day, before use. In the event that the chairs are hired out, suggestion 
was made that they should only be returned to the shed for storage when dry.  

Grant funding application updates:  

Ali reported that she had filed a further application for £1K and awaiting response. Still 
awaiting response from the Arts Council. 

Finances: 

Approve expenditure for April and May 2026: Proposed by Christine Dubery, 
seconded by Louise Ogden and carried. 

Approve formal resolutions concerning expenditure agreed by email: 



• 3” x 1” Steward Badges, Black with white writing costing £54.60. 
• Secret Gardens- 250 Maps and 500  tickets  at a cost of £112.83 from Saxo print. 
• Reprint of Dog Show Programmes (re-imburse Ali Pegrum)  £60.40 from Solo 

Press. 
• Print Pond 12 posters for all 4 events, Dog Show, Secret Gardens, Artisan 

Festival and Fun Run cost £12.05. 
• Maximum £75 for 3  Bottles of quality Fizz/wine as thankyou gifts for Dog Show 

Judges and announcer Nicki Wickenden. 

Proposed by Christine Dubery, seconded by Nick Thwaites and carried. 

2026 Events updates 

Open Gardens Sun 21st June :  12 Gardens are now opening for the event in aid of the 
Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance. 10 am-4.30pm. Christine and Margaret are 
organising  the refreshments and helpers.  A preview for the helpers and Owners will 
take place on Wed 10th June commencing  at 6.30pm. 

Artisan Fair Sat 11th July :  37 stalls have now booked.  Helpers to meet at 8am on the 
Saturday morning to haul chairs and tables as required and return them at 4.30pm. 
Christine will be in touch. 

Fun Run Sunday 20th September:  Bookings are coming in. Christine to order 
Competitors Numbers. 

Film Evening Wed 14th October:  The Film entitled “Exmoor 1000years in 100 minutes “ 
will be presented by David Parker. No further update. 

Literary Festival 13th – 16th November:   

Pricing Structure: Agreed one price of £12 per ticket to all talks and venues’ except the 
Literary Lunch at Tarr Farm and the Writing Discussion in the Library.  Also agreed that 
Friends to be offered a 10% discount on up to 6 tickets per talk (except Literary Lunch 
and Writing Discussion as above)  during the Early Bird week only.  

Heritage Centre Seating Proposal:  Ali proposed that matching chairs be hired for the 
talks in the Heritage Centre. 3 quotes were received. Agreed to accept a quote from 
Allens Catering Hire Services at Exeter for the hire of 50 Gold Banqueting chairs at a 
total cost of £155.98 plus VAT. Heritage Centre staff to arrange receiving delivery  and 
collection. Proposed by Chirstine Dubery, seconded by Nick Thwaites and carried. 

Ali reported that the list of authors and speakers is almost complete and gave a taste of 
the programme envisaged. Highlighted were the Children’s Writing competition  
entitled ‘Footprints on Exmoor’, plus the Schools Event on Monday 16th hosted by Jack 
Meggit Phillips.  The Literary Lunch at Tarr Farm will take place on Friday 13th November 
with Speaker Ian Dale, followed by an afternoon talk from 3.30pm – 4.30pm by Exmoor 
Magazine in the Town Hall.  At 6pm – 7pm, the Exmoor Society are hosting Sarah 



Hudston and her book on Hope Bourne. The evening will finish with book signing and a 
pay bar at the Town Hall.  

Saturday and Sunday talks are mostly confirmed with the finer details to be arranged.  
Monday’s  programme will conclude with Michael Morpurgo and his wife in the Church 
at 6pm. 

A request for a raffle prize at the Dulverton School Fete to be held on 27th June was 
discussed and it was agreed that 2 tickets to any Lit Fest event except the Literary 
Lunch and Writing Discussion be given. Proposed by Christine Dubery, seconded by 
Louise Ogden and carried. 

After thanking Christine for her hospitality the meeting closed at 12.30pm. 

Date of next meeting: 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 28th July at 10am at exchange Cottage, 
Lady Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX 

 

 


