E«.\

The Clerk

Dulverton Ti C il
DULVERTON " e Council Office

GATEWAY TO EXMOOR 2a Lady Street, Dulverton

Somerset TA22 9BX

www.dulverton-tc.gov.uk clerk@dulverton-tc.gov.uk
01398 324561

GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of a Grounds Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 16" June 2026 in the Council
Office, Dulverton commencing at 1:00pm.

PRESENT: Cllr Dubery (Chair), Clir Preston, Cllr Parrish, Clir Crisp and the Town Clerk.

1.

Apologies and Declarations of Interest
Apologies were received from Cllr Ottey, no declarations of interest.

Chairs Comments
There were no comments from the Chair

Minutes from the previous meeting on Thursday 7" May 2026
These were noted, having already been approved at the May Full Council meeting

Matters arising
The tree works on Exmoor Lawns and in the Churchyard have been completed.
There are a few items on the tree report that will need attention in the future.

Play Equipment Review

The internal auditor identified that the Council had stopped receiving play
equipment inspection reports from the grounds team, due to a lack of
communication with the previous Clerk. The inspections were still being conducted
and recorded, but no remedial action had been taken. Cllrs reviewed the inspection
reports and RoSPA reports for both areas. Some of the play equipment at Barns
Close is due to be replaced, but the equipment is safe so it will continue to be
monitored but no further action will be taken unless it is deemed unsafe.

The report for Kings Corner suggested that it was safe but that some minor repairs
and cleaning need to be undertaken. Clerk to contact grounds team to arrange for
repairs and identify and contact the company who supplied the pergola/gazebo to
see if areplacement cover can be obtained. The contractor appointed to undertake
the cleaning last year has been advised by the chair that their services are no longer
required, a different contractor has been contacted for quote.

Members Reports

i Churchyard



Vi.

The grass has just been cut again. The grounds team have been short staffed
and challenged by recent weather conditions so the grass had not been cut
as well as it could be, but this has been discussed with the team and they will
do better.

Cemetery

The gate is still not back from being repainted. The Chair will follow this up.
The cemetery gate posts will be repainted once the gate is back, so that
suitable paintis used, to match the gates. The issue of the graves being
flattened down after settling was discussed again. The gravediggers appear
to be taking the turf away (rather than laying it on top) causing bare patches
of earth. Clerk to ask groundsman for more info. The Biffa bins were also
discussed again. They are not being used much at the moment but they will
be in the future once work at Barns Close gets underway. Finance Officer to
research a solution for this — whether the collections can be paused or
reduced and if this can be managed via the Biffa app.

Barns Close Recreation Ground

Licence payment has been received. Cllrs viewed the planning application for
the track provided by SW Water, which has not yet been submitted. Cllrs
noted that the fence on the planning application is not the type of fence that
was previously agreed with SW Water. The play area requires weld mesh
fencing, the same as is currently used at the site. Chair to Contact SW Water
and advise. The Councilis also in the process of arranging a site meeting with
SW Water to discuss the project and establish a timeline, so that the Clerk
can begin the tender process to replace some of the play equipment.

Kings Corner and Pound Walk
The benches are back, a plan to repair and clean the play area equipment
was discussed in item 5.

Sports Field

The Council has received a replacement robotic mower but is still
experiencing issues. Every time it recharges it displays a cutting height error
and refuses to cut. Cllrs have been monitoring the mower via the app and
resetting it, but it is wasting a lot of time and not completing it’s schedule,
with some areas remaining uncut or needing additional cuts from the
grounds team. This has been reported to the supplier, who are going to return
the original mower, which has now been repaired, to see if this works better.
The CCTV is working well. The Clerk has received a call from a company who
secure lower energy bills for charities and will forward this to the Chair for
use with the Sportsfield Charity.

Exmoor Lawns
Clerk to contact police for advice following recent incidents with visitors
parking on the lawns.



vii. Abbots Way
The hedges need cutting back but this is not the responsibility of the Council.

viii.  Abbots Way Pond
Someone is littering the pipe next to the pond with paper cups on a regular
basis. The Chair suggested forming a working party to do some weeding and
tidy up the pond area. Committee to agree a date for this via email.

iX. Lorna Doone Roundabout
No major problems reported, members are monitoring the area.
A contractor has been appointed to tackle weeds in this area and throughout
the town, Clerk to obtain map to clarify which areas are being sprayed.

Any other business
No other business was discussed

Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting will be confirmed via email.

Meeting closed at 2:37pm



