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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Dulverton Town Council held at 7:15pm on Monday 13" April
2026 in Dulverton Town Hall.

Members Present: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Nick Thwaites, Cllr Allison Crisp,
Cllr Stephen Daughtry, Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr Louise Parrish, Cllr John Preston and Cllr
Margaret Rawle

Also Present: Somerset Cllr Steven Pugsley and the Town Clerk

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
There were no members of the public present.

162/25 APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Apologies from Somerset Cllr Frances Nicholson

163/25 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were no special announcements

164/25 SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORTS & QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Members asked whether there had been any progress regarding the unadopted
road at Kemp’s Way. SP reported that there had been no further developments
but was feeling positive and that it would be discussed at the Highways LCN
subgroup meeting on Friday.

SP was asked about the special meeting on 26" March regarding speeding on
Winsford Hill, as discussed at our March meeting. He reported that at the
meeting It was proposed that the most effective way to protect the Exmoor
ponies and prevent accidents would be to cut back the brush on either side of
the road by about 50ft, to increase visibility. It was suggested that other speeding
measures would be difficult to implement and enforce. ENP to liaise with local
landowners to implement. these changes. The use of high vis collars on the
ponies was also discussed. The collars would need to be flexible yet robust. ENP
to talk to colleagues in the New Forest regarding the effectiveness of these



measures. The speeding issue will also be discussed at the forthcoming
Highways meeting.

Members discussed the Asset of Community Value applications, how assets
were selected for the process and whether they were suitable. A decision was
agreed on how to take the issue forward later in the meeting (166/25b)

Members enquired whether there would be any further cuts to local services in
the new financial year. SP said he wasn’t aware of any proposal to cut local
services but that there would not but that there would be a review of how
Somerset Council interacts with communities and hoped that this would be
carried out effectively as the shift to a unitary authority had created a
communication gap between Somerset Council and Towns and Parishes and he
believed it is important that Somerset Council recognises the value of LCNs and
the significant role that they play in bridging this gap.

SP reported the closure of the West Somerset Citizen’s Advice Bureau and that
Somerset Citizens Advice would be able to help people contacting SC for advice
about heating oil costs and other cost of living issues.

Members asked about Boundary changes, which come into force in May 2027,
with changes to Exmoor meaning that there will only be one Councillor covering a
large geographical area rather than two.

165/25 MINUTES
The minutes from the Dulverton Town Council meeting on Monday 9*" March
2026 were approved and formally adopted, subject to minor amendments
Proposed: Cllr Crisp, Seconded: Cllr Daughtry and resolved.

166/25 UPDATE ON ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM LAST MEETING

a) Land Matters
Sale of land still ongoing, Cllr Dubery to chase up this week and Cllrs
mentioned a few items to raise and discuss prior to any agreement.

b) Assets of Community Value
Cllrs discussed the reasoning behind some of the ACV proposals. It was
agreed not to proceed with some of the previously suggested applications
and focus on the following:

Applications have been made for the following:

e Dulverton First School (Refused)

o Middle School (Registered)

e Guildhall car park (In Progress)

e Exmoor House car park (In Progress)
e Lion Stables car park (In Progress)



With one further application to be made for the Cheese Store.
Proposed: Cllr Dubery, Seconded: Cllr Daughtry and resolved.

169/25 MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

a) Financial Report
Members approved the payments and receipts lists detailing
transactions made in March along with the monthly budget report.
Proposed: Clir Preston, Seconded: Cllr Parrish and resolved.

b) Bank Reconciliation
Cllrs approved the bank reconciliation documents for the general
account and events account for March 2026.
Proposed: Cllr Rawle, Seconded: Cllr Crisp and resolved. Clirs also
discussed the possibility of moving the investment account and
creating a savings account with higher interest rates, Cllr Daughtry to
research further.

170/25 COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
a) Proposed Committee Meetings
Members set dates for the following committee meetings:
e Grounds Committee: Thursday 7" May at 10am
e Legal and Finance Committee: Tuesday 5™ May at 12:30pm

171/25 PLANNING
a) Planning Comments

Members agreed to adopt the recommendations of the planning
committee and support the following applications: EXM/26/065/FULL
(Fire station drill tower), EXM/26/089/VOC (Millham Lane),
ABD/09/26/001 (Pre-approval of agricultural building, Streamcombe
Lane).
Proposed: Cllr Rawle, Seconded: Cllr Preston and Resolved.

It was also noted that applications EXM/26/006/DOC (Melton House)
and EXM/26/009/NMA (Exmoor Society) have been approved.

172/25 CORRESPONDENCE
Received and acknowledged. A funding request has been received from a
local group for litter picking equipment. Cllrs will look at a way to fund this
from available budget and resolve at the next meeting.

173/25 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITONAL
MEETINGS
Nothing to report



174/25 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN
Members were asked if they would support the installation of a further
defibrillator in the vicinity of Barns Close area, with suitable locations
suggested. Clerk to investigate.

175/25 AGREE MEETING DATES FOR 26/27 CIVIC YEAR
Cllrs agreed to the proposed meeting dates for the next 12 Full Council
meetings. Clerk to circulate suggested dates for Legal and Finance
Committee meeting for new financial year and invite local groups to attend
and report to the Annual Parish Meeting in May.

176/25 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next Dulverton Town Council meeting will be held at 6:30pm on Tuesday
12th May 2026 in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton. This will be the
Annual Parish Meeting followed by Annual Town Council Meeting.

There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their attendance
and closed the meeting at 8:53pm.

CHAIR DATE



