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GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING  
 
 
Minutes of a Grounds Committee Meeting held on Thursday 7th May 2026 in the Council 
Office, Dulverton commencing at 10:03am.     
 
PRESENT: Cllr Dubery (Chair), Cllr Preston, Cllr Parrish, Cllr Ottey, Cllr Crisp and the Town 
Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 
All members present, no apologies or declarations of interest. 

  
2. Chairs Comments 

No comments from the Chair 
 

3. Minutes from the previous meeting on Thursday 26th February 2026 
These were noted, having already been approved at the March meeting  

 
4. Matters arising  

i) Flower baskets update 
A supplier has been chosen, the baskets and containers have been delivered 
to them and they have agreed to use a colour palette that matches the 
Dulverton Town Council logo. 
 

ii) Tree works update 
The planning application is being processed and works are expected to 
commence later in the year.  

 
5. Machinery Review 

The Chair reported that the robotic mower at the Sports Field (Thor) has been 
recalled due to a design flaw, which enabled moisture to enter the electronic 
circuitry. They initially tried to repair the mower but it needs to be replaced and we 
are expecting the replacement to arrive by the end of the week. In the meantime, 
contractors have been instructed to mow the Sports Field and it was suggested that 
the robotic mower manufacturers are billed for the additional costs incurred. Until 
the recent failure, Councillors were very happy with the performance of the mower 
and the condition of the grass. The only area it struggled to mow is where the trees 
have been removed and moles have disturbed the soil.  
 



 

Councillors went on to discuss the possibility of purchasing additional robotic 
mowers for Exmoor Lawns and the Cemetery. These would be a different model than 
Thor ((Segway Navimow rather than a Husqvarna) and had been demonstrated to 
members at Exmoor Lawns as being able to navigate difficult areas, including long 
grass and steep banks.  
Councillors had mixed feelings as to whether the mowers would be able to perform 
well in the cemetery due to the varied terrain and gravestones and over fallen leaves 
on Exmoor Lawns. Along with the pros and cons of operating it in a more publicly 
accessible area. As contractors have been hired to mow these areaa for the current 
season, they would not be making a decision yet and agreed to do more research 
and make a decision before the budget meeting in October.  

 
6. Mowing in area by Exmoor Gardens 

A local resident reported rats in this area and requested that it be dealt with by the 
Council, but it has transpired that they are voles (a protected species) and that the 
area they are in is not the responsibility of the Council. Clerk to contact member of 
the public and also look at emails from Fire Brigade concerning who is responsible 
for maintenance at this location.  
 

7. Cemetery Fees 
Councillors considered the Cemetery Fees for 2026/27 to recommend to the 
finance committee for adoption. The wording on the current fees list is unclear and it 
was agreed to ask the Administration Officer who deals with burials to clarify this on 
her return. Prices were compared with other local cemeteries and found to be 
exceptionally reasonable.  
 
It was recommended that: 
 

• the interment fees for a child be returned to the previous limit of 12 years and 
under and kept at £125 

• interment fees for an adult (over 12 years) be raised from £450 to £500 
• interment of ashes be raised from £175 to £200 
• digging fee for ashes be raised from £75 to £100 

 
The committee will look at the details of monuments at the next meeting after 
speaking with the Administration Officer.  

 
8. Members Reports 

i. Churchyard 
The sign at Church Walk mentions that the Churchyard is maintained by the 
Parish Lengthsman who has now retired so this needs to be amended. The 
banks at the back need cutting. The Chair will contact the grounds team to 
arrange this. There is also a damaged handrail that needs replacing, Council 
to obtain a quote for this.  
 

ii. Cemetery 



 

The gate is still not back from being repainted but should be back next week. 
The cemetery sign posts could also do with repainting. Councillors will 
inspect them to see what type of paint they require. When the graves are 
flattened down (after settling) the gravediggers appear to be taking the turf 
away (rather than laying it on top) causing bare patches of earth which looks 
unsightly and could be difficult to mow if a robot mower is used in this area in 
the future. The Biffa bins are not being fully utilised and the Council appears 
to be paying for a lot of wasted journeys for non-collections. Clerk to ask if 
there is a solution for this – whether the collections can be paused or 
reduced, although the bins are used more at certain times of year. The 
pathways are very mossy and previous attempts to clear them have been 
unsuccessful. Chair to get a quote for one-off moss removal. Councillors 
agreed a maximum budget for this. 
Proposed by Cllr Preston, Seconded by Cllr Parrish 
 

iii. Barns Close Recreation Ground 
No further progress has been made with the sale. Clerk and Councillors to 
chase this up, ask for additional licence payments and issues with the gates 
which need to be addressed. 
 

iv. Kings Corner and Pound Walk 
Mole Hills have been appearing here, Clerk to contact contractor. The drain at 
the bottom of Andrews Hill has been blocked and could potentially flood the 
area. Councillors to contact SC to address this. 
Concerns were raised about dumping of building spoils in Pound Walk, 
Councillors to check and see if further action is needed.  
 

v. Sports Field 
Issues with the Mower were covered in item 5. The Clubs are all OK. The 
Sports Field Charity have just got a new treasurer. 
 

vi. Exmoor Lawns 
One of the ‘pick up after your dog’ signs is missing. The issue of PSPOs was 
raised. They want evidence of dog fouling in order to apply a PSPO, but if 
measures are already in place to prevent fouling there will be no evidence, 
until the measures are unnecessarily removed by Somerset Council. Clerk to 
contact them to discuss.  
 

vii. Abbots Way 
A bit overgrown, due to the time of year but otherwise OK 
 

viii. Abbots Way Pond 
A few sticks and rubbish in the pond, which need clearing. Pond plants not 
doing well but rockery plants are mostly thriving. The Council would 
appreciate further donations of rockery plants if anyone has them. 
 

ix. Lorna Doone Roundabout 



 

Bindweed is an issue here, but Councillors have sprayed it and will continue 
to monitor it.  
 

9. Any other business 
No other business was discussed 
 

10. Date of next meeting 
The next Grounds Committee meeting will be on Tuesday 2nd of June at 10am in the 
Town Council Office.  
 
Meeting closed at 11:46 


