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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026 
commencing at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton.   

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Nick Thwaites, Cllr Allison 
Crisp, Cllr Stephen Daughtry, Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr Louise Parrish, Cllr John Preston 
and Cllr Margaret Rawle.  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Cllr Steven Pugsley, Cllr Frances Nicholson (from 7:44pm) 
Somerset Council (SC), the 2 Town Clerks and the Administration Officer. 
 
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION   
There were no members of the public present. 

 
148/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

All Members were present. 
 

149/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest made. 

 
150/25  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Chair introduced the new Town Clerk, Dr Ali Flind, who joined the 
Council at the end of February. The current Clerk, Paul Russell was 
also in attendance and will be leaving at the end of March.  
 

151/25  SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORTS AND QUESTIONS FROM 
COUNCILLORS 

• Road at Kemps Way. Cllr Pugsley discussed ongoing efforts to encourage 
SC to adopt the road which serves the caravan site, two Somerset Council 
car parks, fire station, police station and ENP offices. SC don’t want to 
adopt the road, stating that they don’t have enough info about the original 
construction, even though it previously belonged to WSDC. Someone has 
filled the potholes. One of the lamp posts has been removed by SC as it 
was not structurally sound and it is hoped that this and the ‘No Parking’ 
sign that was positioned on it will be reinstated. Members suggested that it 
might be beneficial to arrange a site visit with Richard Wilkins who has 
‘contended that the roadway (“the asset”) serves no public purpose.’ 
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Councillors agreed that he clearly needs to be shown its importance to all 
of the many assets off Kemps Way.    

• Assets of Community Value (ACV): SC Councillors confirmed that the 
nomination for the Middle School has been accepted and All Saints First 
School has not. The Middle School will be entered on the ACV register for 
5 years. The Council has more ACVs to apply for. 

• Speeding on Winsford Hill. On 3rd March a 3-year-old Exmoor pony from 
the Anchor Herd was killed in a hit and run incident on open moorland on 
Winsford Hill. An online meeting has been arranged between SC 
Councillors, ENP and Highways on 26th March to discuss further measures 
to reduce accidents, particularly in this area which appears to have more 
incidents than other areas of the moor. Possible suggestions were the 
landowner cut back at least 50 feet of roadside gorse and brush to improve 
visibility. Members suggested other measures including high vis collars for 
the ponies or other traffic calming measures and looking at what other 
National Parks do to protect livestock from traffic. 

• LCN Meeting. Members expressed concerns about the audio quality for 
online attendees, which was particularly poor on this occasion. The issue 
of rogue traders was raised at the meeting and DTC will share this info on 
social media.  

• Somerset Council has set the budget and the Council tax will be raised by 
4.99%. The two SC Councillors left the meeting at 7:51pm. 

 
152/25 MINUTES 

It was proposed by Cllr Thwaites, seconded by Cllr Ottey and RESOLVED to 
formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton Town Council 
meeting held on Monday 9th February 2026. 

 
153/25 UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST MEETING 

 

• The new Defib for the sports field will be delivered any day now and the 
Council will arrange suitable CPR courses once it has been installed.  

• The issue of gritting in Fore Street will be raised at the LCN Highways 
subgroup meeting in June. 

• Some of the grounds equipment has been serviced and returned from 
Masons Kings. The robotic mower is back and working on the field. 

• Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) were discussed at the LCN 
meeting. Concerns were raised that the current consultation implies 
countywide decisions could be forced on areas and that SC should not be 
consolidating dog controls. The needs of dog owners and uses of 
community spaces in rural areas are very different to those in urban ones. 
Members suggested that the Council write to explain that we need the 
policy to be flexible in order to reflect our community. 

 
154/25 MONTHLY ACCOUNTS 

 
(a) Financial Report – Members were provided with payments and receipts 

lists detailing transactions made in February along with the monthly budget 
report. 
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It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Parrish and RESOLVED 
to ratify the financial reports for February 2026. 

 
(b) Bank Reconciliation – Council was provided with the bank reconciliation 

and bank statements for the General Account and the Events accounts. 
It was proposed by Cllr Daughtry, seconded by Cllr Crisp and RESOLVED 
to approve the Bank Reconciliations for all accounts for February 2026. 
The bank reconciliations accurately recorded the balances held as 
indicated by the bank statements. Funds held as at 28th February 2026 
amounted to £178,846.81. 

 
155/25  COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS 

 
(a) Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting 

It was reported that more gardens are needed for the open gardens event 
in June. A new contract for the marketing consultant was approved.   
It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr Rawle and RESOLVED 
to approve the minutes of the Dulverton Partnership Committee meeting 
held on Tuesday 3rd March 2026.  
 

(b) Planning Committee Meeting 
It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by Cllr Preston and RESOLVED 
to approve the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 24th February 2026. 

 
(c) Grounds Committee Meeting 

Members were advised that the cemetery gates and benches from Pound 
Walk will be removed for repainting on Friday.  
It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Parrish and RESOLVED 
to approve the minutes of the Grounds Committee meeting held on 
Thursday 26th February 2026. 

 
(d) Legal and Finance Committee Meeting 

It was proposed by Cllr Daughtry, seconded by Cllr Thwaites and 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Legal and Finance Committee 
meeting held on Thursday 26th February 2026. 
 

(e) Policies and Procedures 
Members considered a series of new and revised documents, following 
recommendation by the Legal and Finance Committee: 
 

• Data Audit 

• IT Policy 

• Data Retention Policy 

• Subject Access Request Information and Application Form 

• Data Breach Procedure 

• Data Privacy Impact Assessment 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Daughtry and 
RESOLVED to adopt the documents listed above. 
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• Asset Register (revised) 

• Risk Register (updated) 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr Parrish and RESOLVED 
to adopt the documents listed above. 
 

• Earmarked reserves (updated) 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Daughtry, seconded by Cllr Preston and 
RESOLVED to approve updated Earmarked reserves. 
 

 
156/25 PLANNING  

 
(a) Planning Comments – It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by 

Cllr Preston and RESOLVED to adopt the comments of the Planning 
Committee to support applications EXM/26/041/FULL and 
EXM/26/042/LBC (Former Dulverton Laundry building), 
EXM/26/021/DOC (Barns Close), EXM/26/037/ADV (National Park 
Centre) and EXM/26/009/NMA (Exmoor Society) and to note final 
approvals for the following: 6/9/25/017 (Allandale, Pixton Park), 
6/9/25/021/DOC (Barns Close) and 6/9/25/019 (Millham Lane). 

 
157/25 CORRESPONDENCE 

 Members acknowledged the correspondence sheet. No further comments 
were made. 

 
158/25 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL 

MEETINGS 
LCN Meeting: Councillors noted that the audio quality for those attending the 
hybrid meeting online was poor. Other matters covered in SC reports (151/25)  

 
159/25 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN 

Work on the Moorland Foodbank kitchen is now complete, they have received 
a lottery grant and will be holding an open day on 23rd April.  
 
It was noted that the gable end of the town hall requires major repairs 
 

160/25 DATE OF THE NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
The next Dulverton Town Council meeting will be held on Monday 13th April 
2026. Commencing at 7:15pm in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton.  

 
161/25 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED that, under the Public Bodies 
(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of 
the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which involves 
the likely disclosure of exempt information. The public and press to withdraw 
from the meeting during consideration of detailed discussion regarding: 
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(a) Land Matters 
 

There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their attendance and 
closed the meeting at 8:55pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
___________________________ _________________________ 
CHAIR:     DATE: 


