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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 9th February 2026 
commencing at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton.   
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Allison Crisp, Cllr 
Stephen Daughtry, Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr Louise Parrish, Cllr John Preston, Cllr 
Margaret Rawle and Cllr Nick Thwaites.  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Cllr Stephen Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC), the Town Clerk 
and the Administration Officer. 
 
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION  
There were no members of the public present. No issues were raised. 

 
133/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

All Members were present. Ward Cllr Frances Nicholson was unable to attend. 
 
134/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  

There were no declarations of interest made. 
 
135/25  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Chair had no announcements to make. 
 

136/25  QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

 Somerset Council Tax: Central Government had responded and indicated 
that Council could not raise its Council Tax by more than 4.9%. SC would 
be reviewing and setting its budget on 3rd March 2026. It was further 
understood that a grant of up to 90% may be available towards the 
discretionary financial override from the Government but further details 
were awaited. SC currently had a discretionary financial override of £100 
million. 

 The Town Council would be responding to the consultation on the 
Protection Orders. 

 Concern was raised regarding the quality of the housing survey 
consultation currently being undertaken. The survey did not provide the 
opportunity to answer outside narrow parameters set out in the survey 
form. This could result in poor information being received and the main 
concern was centred around future policy being made based on the 
survey results. 
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 Housing Survey Concerns (continued): Council discussed current 
housing needs in Dulverton and Exmoor generally, access to 
employment and IT infrastructure. Cllr Pugsley agreed to raise 
these concerns when he attended the next relevant meeting. 

 Future Use of the School: Clarification was sought on whether there 
was a time limit on the period of time allowed for Somerset Council 
to sell the school site following closure. This would be clarified. 

 Gritting, Fore Street: This had been requested but due to budgetary 
constraints pushback on adding Fore Street to the gritting rota was 
being experienced. The matter would be raised at the next LCN 
meeting. 

 Pothole Repairs: SC had sent out a guide on pothole repairs 
outlining the policy in place for pothole repairs. Concerns were 
raised regarding the standard of pothole repairs, the fact that they 
were not lasting very long and the impact recent weather conditions 
was having on the highway network. The matter would be raised at 
the next LCN meeting. 

 
137/25 MINUTES 

It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Parrish and 
RESOLVED to formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton 
Town Council meeting held on Monday 12th January 2026. 

 
138/25 UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST 

MEETING 

 Defibrillator for the Sports field: Noted that an application had been 
submitted to the British Heart Foundation. A response was awaited. 

 First Aid Courses: These were currently being investigated. A 
number of options were available including basic first aid courses 
which would include CPR and certificated courses. 
 

139/25 MONTHLY ACCOUNTS 
 
(a) Financial Report – Members were provided with a payment list relating 

to January, a receipts list and a budget monitoring report. The Clerk 
agreed to review the report options to see if they could include VAT.  

 
There were a number of anomalies with the budget monitoring report as 
various items had been miscoded and required amending. Clarification 
was requested as the totals did not fully agree with the annual bank 
reconciliation figures relating to payments and receipts but this was 
because the bank reconciliation included VAT and the budget report 
excluded VAT. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Ottey and RESOLVED to 
ratify the Payment List for January 2026. 

 
(b) Bank Reconciliation – Council was provided with the bank 

reconciliation and bank statements for the General Account and the 
Events accounts.  
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It was proposed by Cllr Daughtry, seconded by Cllr Crisp and 
RESOLVED to approve the Bank Reconciliations for all accounts for 
January 2026. The bank reconciliations accurately recorded the 
balances held as indicated by the bank statements. Funds held as at 
31st January 2026 amounted to £184,175.50. 

 
140/25  COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS 
 
(a) Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting – It was proposed by Cllr 

Thwaites, seconded by Cllr Dubery and RESOLVED to approve the 
minutes of the Dulverton Partnership Committee meeting held on 
Wednesday 21st January 2026.  

 
(b) Proposed Committee Meetings – Council confirmed that the following 

Committees would meet as outlined below: 

 Grounds Committee – Tuesday 24th February 2026 at 10:30am 

 Legal & Finance Committee – Tuesday 24th February 2026 at 
11:00am 

 
(c) Matters for consideration – Council noted that an update on the 

following matters had been provided previously in the meeting: 

 Gritting, Fore Street – To be raised at the next LCN meeting. 

 Defib/First Aid Courses – Being progressed. 

 Equipment Servicing – Equipment was currently being serviced at 
Masons Kings. The robotic mower has been serviced by ABA 
Grounds and returned. 

 
141/25 SOMERSET’S CONSOLIDATION INTO A SINGLE COUNTY-WIDE 

PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER FOR DOG FOULING  
Council reviewed the existing Protection Orders in Dulverton and, 
following discussion, RESOLVED to submit the following comments: 

 Retain Kings Corner Recreation Ground, the Sports field and 
Barnsclose Recreation Ground as No Dogs Allowed. 

 Exmoor Lawns – Dogs on Leads. 

 Churchyard – Dogs on Leads. 

 Dulverton Cemetery – Dogs on Leads. 

 Millham Lane – Dogs on Leads.  

 Abbots Way Path – Dogs on Leads. 
 
A request for access to official signage would also be submitted. 

 
142/25 PLANNING 
 
(a) Planning Comments – It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by 

Cllr Preston and RESOLVED to adopt the comments of the Planning 
Committee to support application EXM/26/006/DOC and to note final 
approvals. 
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Council noted that an application for the Laundry building was expected 
in the near future. It was agreed that this application be reviewed by the 
Planning Committee and a meeting called. 
 

143/25 CORRESPONDENCE 
 Members noted the correspondence sheet. 
 
144/25 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL 

MEETINGS 
Town Hall Meeting: Council noted that scaffolding has been erected to 
address the crack in the gable end of the building. A structural engineer 
was currently investigating the issue and would advise on the works 
required, which could include a full rebuild. It is expected that the 
scaffolding will remain erected for the next 4-5 months.  

 
145/25 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN 

Council noted that the Moorland Foodbank had now appointed a 
Development Officer. Funding had been extended up to September 
2026. The kitchen would also be opening in the near future following 
refurbishment works. 
 
It was noted that the grit bin in the Guildhall car park required filling. This 
would be actioned. 

 
146/25 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING  

Council noted that the next Dulverton Town Council meeting would be held 
on Monday 9th March 2026 commencing at 7.15pm in the Town Hall, Fore 
Street, Dulverton. 

 
147/25 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED that, under the Public Bodies 
(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of 
the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which involves 
the likely disclosure of exempt information. The public and press to withdraw 
from the meeting during consideration of detailed discussion regarding: 

 
(a) Staffing Matters – Council was informed that interviews had taken place to 

recruit a replacement Town Clerk. It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded 
by Cllr Preston and RESOLVED to formally appoint Dr Alison Flind to be the 
new Town Clerk. Salary scale for the position would be Scale 24-28 and a 
Contract of Employment would be sent out as soon as possible. 

 
(b) Land Matters – Council noted that the revised position agreed at the 

January meeting regarding Barns Close Recreation Ground had been 
submitted to South West Water. A response was awaited. 
 
There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 9:20pm. 
___________________________ _________________________ 
CHAIR:     DATE: 


