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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 12" January
2026 commencing at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Clir Christine Dubery (Chair), ClIr Allison Crisp, Clir
Stephen Daughtry, Clir Alan Ottey, Clir Louise Parrish, Clir John Preston, CliIr
Margaret Rawle and Clir Nick Thwaites.

ALSO PRESENT: ClIr Stephen Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC), ClIr Frances
Nicholson, Somerset Council (SC), the Town Clerk and the Administration Officer.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
There were no members of the public present. No issues were raised.

119/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
All Members were present. Council formally noted that Ann Van Praag had
resigned from the Town Council due to health issues.

120/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest made.

121/25 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished everyone a
Happy New Year.

122/25 QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS

e Distribution of hot meals — It was confirmed that 8 people had originally
been provided with meals twice a week but this had reduced to 4.

e Licensing TENS application — This had been resolved satisfactorily.

e Highways Matters — Concern was expressed that there were significant
gaps in the winter maintenance programme being delivered by Kier on
behalf of Somerset Council. Complaints had been received regarding a
lack of salt and grit bins not being filled. Members were asked to check
local provision and raise any concerns at the next LCN meeting to be held
on Thursday.

e Gritting — It was noted that designated green routes needed to be gritted in
addition to the red routes which were gritted automatically. High Street
was gritted as it was designated a red route but Fore Street (the town
centre) was a green route and had not been gritted.
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123/25

124/25

125/25

(@)

(b)

(c)

e Closure between Exebridge and Brushford — Noted that work had
commenced but the requested signage had not been erected as
promised. Diversions were in place but no indication that Dulverton
remained open for business. This would also be brought up at the
next LCN meeting

MINUTES

It was proposed by Clir Crisp, seconded by Clir Rawle and RESOLVED
to formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton Town
Council meeting held on Monday 8" December 2025.

UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST

MEETING

e Appointment of defibrillator monitor — Clir Daughtry had volunteered
to oversee the defibrillator at the Lion.

e Update on arranging First Aid Courses — These had not yet been
organised. The Clerk would investigate options and present them to
Council for consideration.

e The Clerk would investigate funding options to provide an additional
defibrillator at the Sports Field.

e Mower servicing — Council noted that Council machinery would be
undergoing its annual maintenance servicing at Mason Kings. The
Robot Mower was currently at ABA Grounds Services being
serviced.

MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

Financial Report — It was proposed by Clir Preston, seconded by Clir
Parrish and RESOLVED to ratify the Payment List for November and
December 2025.

Bank Reconciliation — Council was provided with the bank
reconciliation and bank statements for the General Account and the
Events accounts.

It was proposed by Clir Daughtry, seconded by ClIr Ottey and
RESOLVED to approve the Bank Reconciliations for all accounts for
November 2025. Funds held as at 30" November 2025 amounted to
£196,784.70.

It was proposed by Clir Daughtry, seconded by CliIr Parrish and
RESOLVED to approve the Bank Reconciliations for all accounts for
December 2025. Funds held as at 315t December 2025 amounted to
£187,932.59.

Draft Budget — Members were provided with details of the draft budget

that had been developed and reviewed by the Council’s Committees for
2026/27. Councillors reviewed the budget in detail.
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It was proposed by Clir Preston, seconded by Clir Crisp and
RESOLVED to authorise the Chair of the Council and the Town Clerk to
negotiate the renewal of the grounds contract with the two grounds
contractors based on the previous year’s specifications.

Following consideration, it was proposed by CliIr Crisp, seconded by ClIr
Thwaites and RESOLVED to ratify and adopt the 2026/2027 budget as
recommended by the Legal and Finance Committee without
amendment.

(d) Precept Request 2026-27 — It was proposed by ClIr Dubery, seconded
by ClIr Thwaites and RESOLVED to formally approve the precept
request of £107,550 for the 2026/27 financial year. This will be
submitted to Somerset Council.

126/25 COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

(a) Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting — It was proposed by ClIr
Crisp, seconded by ClIr Thwaites and RESOLVED to approve the
minutes of the Dulverton Partnership Committee meeting held on
Tuesday 9" December 2025.

It was noted that no feedback had been received from the local
business community regarding the effect that the free parking provided
by the Town Council on the three Saturdays before Christmas had had
on trade in general and whether the initiative was considered cost
effective.

(b) Grounds Committee — It was proposed by CliIr Crisp, seconded by ClIr
Parrish and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Grounds
Committee meeting held on Thursday 11" December 2025.

(c) Town Management Committee — It was proposed by Clir Parrish,
seconded by Clir Daughty and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of
the Town Management Committee meeting held on Thursday 11t
December 2025.

(d) Legal & Finance Committee — It was proposed by Clir Thwaites,
seconded by ClIr Preston and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of
the Legal & Finance Committee meeting held on Tuesday 16"
December 2025.

127/25 PLANNING
(a) Planning Comments — It was proposed by Clir Rawle, seconded by
Clir Preston and RESOLVED to adopt the comments of the Planning

Committee to support applications 6/9/25/017 and 6/9/25/021 and to
note final approvals.
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It was noted that the ENPA was in the process of installing a new planning data
base system which would go live on 19" January 2026. As a result the Authority
would not be able to validate, register, consult on, upload any comments or
issue any decisions the week commencing 12" January 2026 whilst the
transitioning from the old system to the new system took place.

128/25 CORRESPONDENCE
Members noted the correspondence sheet.

129/25 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL
MEETINGS
No meetings had been attended.

130/25 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN
It was suggested that Council should consider advertising in the local
free press for the recruitment of a replacement Clerk and to readvertise
on the County Association websites in Devon and Somerset. Clir
Thwaites would also repost the vacancy on the Councils Facebook

page.

131/25 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Council noted that the next Dulverton Town Council meeting would be held
on Monday 9" February 2026 commencing at 7.15pm in the Town Hall, Fore
Street, Dulverton.

132/25 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
It was proposed by Clir Thwaites, seconded by Clir Preston and RESOLVED
that, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public
be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature of the business about
to be transacted which involves the likely disclosure of exempt information.
The public and press to withdraw from the meeting during consideration of
detailed discussion regarding:

(a) Land Matters — Members received an update on progress to date and,
following discussion, agreed to submit a revised proposal to the submission
received.

There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their
attendance and closed the meeting at 9:09pm.

CHAIR: DATE:
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