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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 8th September 
2025 commencing at 7.15pm at the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton.  

 
PRESENT: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Allison Crisp, Cllr Stephen Daughtry, 
Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr Ann Van Praag, Cllr John Preston and Cllr Margaret Rawle. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Cllr Stephen Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC), Cllr Frances 
Nicholson, Somerset Council (SC), the Town Clerk and the Administration Officer. 
 
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 
There were no Members of the public present. No matters were raised. 

 

64/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Louise Parrish (illness) and 
Cllr Nick Thwaites (illness) 
 

65/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
There were no Declarations of Interest made. 

 
66/25 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chair had no announcements. 
 

67/25 QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

 Potholes outside Co-op – It had been confirmed at the LCN meeting that 
Highways would place traffic cones cordoning off the parking spaces the 
evening before the works took place. However, if they were moved by 
vehicle owners wishing to park in the spaces this might hinder any 
repairs. A number of actions including signage being placed on the cones 
and a social media campaign to publicise to the wider community that the 
spaces had been cordoned off for repairs were considered. 

 Kemps Way Lorna Doone Roundabout – Council noted that as this area 
was not adopted highway, a Highway Officer would send the request to 
address the issue raised to the correct department. 

 Motorcycle parking – Cllr Rawles had obtained confirmation that when the 
car parks were managed by the Town Council a sign had been in place 
indicating space for motorcycle parking. However, this was an unofficial 
sign and it had been removed when the car parks were taken back by the 
district council. It was agreed to pass on any evidence to the two Ward 
Councillors who would do what they could. 

http://www.dulverton-tc.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@dulverton-tc.gov.uk


2 | P a g e  
 

 Pound Walk – The meeting noted that Kings Corner Recreation 
Ground and Pound Walk was not formally registered with the Land 
Registry. The National Park maintained the surface of the footpath 
but did not undertake any maintenance on the verges unless it was 
inhibiting access. Ownership had not been confirmed. It was agreed 
to forward the complaint received to Cllr Pugsley. 

 Abbots Way – It was noted that no one appeared to be looking after 
the sides of this footpath. Responsibility for hedge and verge 
maintenance remained with the land owner. It was suggested that 
the land owners be contacted to request that they cut back 
overgrown vegetation. 

 LCN Meeting – The LCN Highways meeting had been well attended 
and had discussed the following matters: 
o Maintenance of secondary (blue) routes on Exmoor. It was 

agreed that these needed to be part of the winter maintenance 
programme in this area. Confirmation that winter maintenance 
would be similar to 2024/25. The Ward Councillors would be 
contacting the Somerset Council Lead Member to ensure that 
the blue routes were included. 

o Somerset Prepared. A presentation had been received. Whilst 
funding for generators would not be supported there was some 
potential funding for battery pack storage. Responses to the 
recent questionnaire had identified weather conditions 
associated with cold, wind and power cuts as a higher priority 
than flooding in this area. Power cuts often led to loss of the 
water supply to homes that drew their own water from boreholes. 
Concern was expressed regarding accessibility to the Somerset 
Prepared website but this would be raised at the next meeting. 

o Some of the lessons learnt following the recent coach accident 
were discussed including the role local people can play prior to 
the arrival of the emergency services.  

o 17 of the 21 parishes had been in attendance plus 
representatives from Dunster. 

 It was confirmed that the consultation regarding Sunday parking 
charges had been launched by Somerset Council. 

 There would be a delay of a few months to the drainage scheme 
near Exebridge. 

 
68/25 MINUTES 

It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Daughtry and 
RESOLVED to formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton 
Town Council meeting held on Monday 11th August 2025. 

 
69/25 UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST 

MEETING 

 Fire Co Responders – Members noted that a reply had been 
received but it had not addressed the questions raised. It was agreed 
to reply requesting that the NHS answer the questions raised. 

 Insurance – It was noted that more work needed to be undertaken to 
identify what items the Town Council could insure.  
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70/25 MONTHLY ACCOUNTS 
 
(a) Financial Report – It was proposed by Cllr Daughtry, seconded by Cllr 

Van Praag and RESOLVED to ratify the Payment List for August 2025 
and note the Budget Overview. Payments of £19,748.09 inclusive of VAT 
had been made from both the Events and General accounts. Receipts of 
£2,666.44 had been received. 

 
(b) Bank Reconciliation – Council was provided with the bank 

reconciliation and two bank statements. Funds held as at 31st March 
2025 amounted to £211,748.50. It was proposed by Cllr Preston, 
seconded by Cllr Ottey and RESOLVED to approve the Bank 
Reconciliations for all accounts for August 2025. 

 
71/25 COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS 
 
(a) Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting – It was proposed by Cllr Crisp, 

seconded by Cllr Dubery and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 
Dulverton Partnership Committee meeting held on 20th August 2025. 

 
 Council noted that the VisitDulverton emails were currently being transferred 

from its current IONOS account to Cloud Next. This was a work in progress 
and would be completed as soon as possible following confirmation that all 
emails could be safely migrated. 

 
72/25  PLANNING 
 
(a) Planning Comments – It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by Cllr 

Preston and RESOLVED to adopt the comments of the Planning 
Committee to support applications 6/9/25/013B, 6/09/25/014, WTPO 
25/02, 6/9/25/015 and 6/9/25/016 and to note final approvals. 

 
(b) Planning Application – Full Council considered the following amended 

planning application: 
 

Application No:  6/9/25/009 
Location:  Car Park at Barns Close Industrial Estate, Dulverton, 

Somerset, TA22 9EA  
Proposal:  Proposed construction and operation of a micro energy 

storage project. 
It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr Crisp and RESOLVED to 
object to this revised planning application on the following grounds: 

 None of the previous comments submitted by the Town Council have 
been addressed by the amended application. 

 Clarification regarding the number of car parking spaces required as part 
of the originally planning permission should be confirmed to ensure that 
this proposal does not undermine the commercial viability of the units in 
the future. 

 Council wishes to reiterate its previous objections as follows: 
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 Noise: There is a concern that nearby residents will be adversely 
impacted from noise emissions from the storage facility, especially those 
in Barnsclose Mead; 

 Siting of the Facility: There is concern that the fencing encroaches on both 
the highway and the access of the site. In addition, it will have an impact 
on the number of car parking spaces available. 

 Further clarification is requested on the amount of hedging to be removed 
and it is recommended that a condition be included if permission is 
granted to reinstate the hedge; 

 The proposal is overlooked by neighbouring properties. The application 
suggests that this is not the case. 

 
73/25 LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES PAY AGREEMENT 2025/26 
 Council discussed awarding the agreed salary increases as outlined in 

the latest pay agreement. It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by 
Cllr Dubery and RESOLVED to award to agreed salary increase and 
backdate it to 1st April 2025. 

 
74/25 GRANT APPLICATION 
 Following discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr 

Crisp and RESOLVED to formally approve the grant application to SALC 
to help support a Walking Football initiative. 

 
75/25 CORRESPONDENCE 
 Members noted the correspondence sheet. 
 
76/25 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL 

MEETINGS 
Noted that the LCN meeting had been discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 

77/25 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN 
The following matters were raised: 

 The robotic mower, nicknamed Thor, was settling in well and was doing a 
good job keeping the sports field grass cut. The playing pitches looked in 
good condition and despite some early teething problems it was felt that 
the schedule was now nearly there. 

 A Policy Procedure Review Committee meeting would be held at 10:30am 
on Thursday 25th September 2025 at the Council Offices. This would be 
followed by a Legal and Finance Committee meeting on the same day. 

 Consideration would be given to having a Christmas meal. 
 

78/25 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Council noted that the next Dulverton Town Council meeting would be 
held on Monday 13th October 2025 commencing at 7.15pm in the Town 
Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton.  
 
It was noted that the Town Council Offices would be closed for the 
Christmas period from Tuesday 23rd December 2025 and will be open 
again on Tuesday 6th January 2026. 
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There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 9:09pm. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________  _________________________ 
CHAIR:     DATE: 
 


