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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 14th July 2025 
commencing at 7.15pm at the Sportsfield Pavilion, Milham Lane, Dulverton, TA22 9HQ. 

 
Members Present: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Allison Crisp, Cllr Stephen Daughtry, 
Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr Louise Parrish, Cllr John Preston, Cllr Margaret Rawle, Cllr Nick 
Thwaites and Cllr Ann Van Praag. 
 
Also Present: 2 x Police Officers, Cllr Stephen Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC), Cllr 
Frances Nicholson, Somerset Council (SC) and the Town Clerk. 
 
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 
The following report was provided by the Police present: 

• The crime rate in Dulverton was low and rural crime was going down; 

• The safeguarding initiative was going well; 

• An ASB incident had been reported and was being addressed; 

• Scams were still an issue. The Police were trying to educate the public and were 
attending the Men’s Club and the Farmers Market to help deliver advice; 

• Members of the public were urged to report any suspected issues as this enabled 
the Police to investigate. This included the misuse of drugs. 

 
The Police were thanked for all the work they did and for attending the meeting. 

 
38/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies received. 
 

39/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
There were no declarations of interest made 

 
40/25 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chair thanked all the Members who have been involved over the last few 
weeks volunteering to undertake work at Abbots Way Pond and the Lorna 
Doone roundabout as well as supporting all the events taking place. 

 
41/25 QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

• Library update; Further conversations have been held with Officers to 
enable the library to be available during the opening hours of the new retail 
unit. Initial concerns were currently being addressed. 

• Proposed signage between Brushford and Dulverton: The signage had now 
been ordered and would be erected in the near future. 
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• The proposed drainage works for Exebridge are scheduled to take place 

from 20th October 2025 to 28th November 2025. This had been raised at 

the recent LCN meeting. It was agreed to seek clarification as to which 

stretch of road was going to be dealt with, either between Riphay Corner 

and the Bridge at Exebridge or the section going towards Brushford. 
• Potholes in front of Co-op: It was agreed to contact Highways and 

request that the Council be made aware of when the proposed works 
were to be carried out to ensure that the car parking spaces were not 
occupied. 

• Kemps Way: Efforts continued to encourage Somerset Council to 
adopt this road as official highway; 

• Motorbike Parking: Concern had been expressed that there were no 
motorcycle parking bays available in the local car parks. It was 
agreed to look into this. 

• It had been confirmed that Exmoor National Park still erected 
planning notifications on sites subject to planning applications. 

• Concern was expressed that road signage was being left in place by 
various contractors and nothing appears to be done by Somerset 
Council to ensure that they are collected. 

• Clarification was requested regarding whether the proposed highway 
works in Wiveliscombe from 22nd July to 3rd September 2025 would 
affect the buses. 

• Following the recent sale of the commercial units in Barnesclose 
clarification was sought as to whether the units and the site itself was 
restricted to commercial use only.  
 

42/25 MINUTES 
It was proposed by Cllr Van Praag, seconded by Cllr Preston and 
RESOLVED to formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton 
Town Council meeting held on Wednesday 9th June 2025. 

 
43/25 UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST 

MEETING 

• Council emails: Councillors were still experiencing some difficulties 
picking up emails from their official email accounts. The Clerk would 
review the emails to ensure that they are being properly sent and 
received. 
 

44/25 SOUTH WEST AMBULANCE SERVICE CONSULTATION 
It was noted that the Council had submitted a response to the 
consultation regarding the proposed cost savings. It was still unclear as 
to whether there had been a proper consultation and the local MP was 
now involved. 
 

45/25 MONTHLY ACCOUNTS – JULY 2025 
 
(a) Financial Report – Council reviewed the following financial reports 

presented. These would be presented on a quarterly basis to help meet 
the Audit & Accounting Regulations 2015 requirements. It was agreed 
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that the Finance Committee would be requested to undertake the 
quarterly reviews in future. 

• Payment List – Council noted the payment list from April to June 
2025. A number of anomalies were identified and these would be 
reviewed and corrected. 

• Financial Summary – Council reviewed the financial summary. 

• Cost Centre Summary – Council reviewed the Cost Centre summary. 

• Budget Overview – Council reviewed the budget overview report and 
noted that at present Council was within its allocated budgets. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr Daughtry, seconded by Cllr Van Praag and 
RESOLVED to ratify the financial reports above. 
 

(b) Bank Reconciliation – Council noted that the bank reconciliations for 
June 2025 were not available and would be deferred for review at the 
August 2025 meeting. 

 
(c) Earmarked Reserves – Council reviewed the amended Earmarked 

Reserves that had been updated. It was proposed by Cllr Crisp, 
seconded by Cllr Parrish and RESOLVED to adopt the revised 
earmarked reserves. 

 
46/25  COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS 
 
(a) Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting – It was proposed by Cllr 

Dubery, seconded by Cllr Thwaites and RESOLVED to approve the 
minutes of the Dulverton Partnership Committee meeting held on 18th 
June 2025. 

 
(b) Grounds Committee Meeting – It was proposed by Cllr Preston, 

seconded by Cllr Dubery and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 
Grounds Committee meeting held on 26th June 2025 

• Mower option – Council considered the quotation received from ABA 
Groundcare (SW) Ltd to supply and install a Husqvarna Automower 580L 
Robotic Mower to maintain the Sportsfield. A demonstration had been 
organised and attended by a number of Councillors. Following a detailed 
discussion it was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Dubery and 
RESOLVED to purchase the Husqvarna 580L robotic mower, the 
reference station, an extended 5 year warranty and to organise the 
various associated works at a cost not exceeding £9,000 + VAT. Council 
had investigated other commercial option without success. The purchase 
would be funded directly from the Grounds Machinery Earmarked 
Reserve which currently held a balance of £18,060. 

 
(c) Planning & Conservation Committee – It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, 

seconded by Cllr Preston and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 
Planning & Conservation Committee meeting held on 10th July 2025. 
 
Council noted that an enforcement case was currently in progress regarding 
the wooden structure that had been erected in a field along Millham Lane. 
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47/25 CORRESPONDENCE 
 Councillors noted the correspondence sheet. No matters were raised. 
 
48/25 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL 

MEETINGS 
 
LCN Highways Meeting Report 
A number of issues were raised including street lights that had been out 
of action for a long period, issues with National Grid and the delay to 
surfacing works due to the hot weather. 
 
Following on from an RTA involving another pony on Winsford Hill (South 
Hill) Exmoor National Park had agreed to erect temporary slowdown signs 
in agreement with Somerset Council Highways Department. They could 
be taken down and put back up as required. 

 
49/25 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:12pm. Cllr Preston and Cllr Thwaites apologised 
and left the meeting. 
 
Sportsfield 
A brief overview of the Dulverton Sports Field Charity was provided including 
the financial processes. It was agreed to review the insurance cover of both 
the Town Council and the Charity to ensure that no items were being insured 
by both parties. The Clerk would also investigate the cost of providing 
insurance cover for the Sports Field. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:12pm for 25 minutes to enable Councillors to 
visit the facilities at the Sports Field including the changing rooms, Squash 
Courts and tennis courts to familiarise themselves with the set up of the whole 
facility. There were concerns regarding the financial viability of the Sports 
Club Charity if any of the sports clubs folded. 
 
The meeting reopened at 9:35pm. 
 

50/25 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Council noted that the next Dulverton Town Council meeting would be 
held on Monday 11th August 2025 commencing at 7.15pm in the Town 
Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton. 
 
There being no other business the Chair thanked members for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 9:35pm. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________  _________________________ 
CHAIR     DATE 

 


