DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL
GROUNDS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Grounds Committee of Dulverton Town Council held on Thursday 26"
June 2025 commencing at 10:00am, in the Town Council Office Lady Street,
Dulverton.

PRESENT: CliIr Christine Dubery (Chair), Clir John Preston, Clir Crisp, ClIr Ottey and
ClIr Louise Parrish.

ALSO PRESENT: Town Clerk

Deferment of business for comment by the public — No members of the public were
present.

1.

Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies.

Declarations of Interests
No Declarations of interest were made.

Chairman’s Comments
Thanks were extended to Clirs Preston and Parrish for attending the site
meetings at Barnsclose the previous week.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Noted the minutes of the meeting held on 22" May 2025 which had already
been approved by Council.

Matters Arising
Abbots Way Pond was near completion with some minor works outstanding.

Confidential Iltems:

RESOLVED that, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act
1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature of
the business about to be transacted which involves the likely disclosure
of exempt information. The public and press to withdraw from the
meeting during consideration of detailed discussion regarding staffing
matters.

Barns Close Recreation Ground/South West Water

Committee noted that a site meeting had been held with Sutcliffe Play
regarding the repositioning of the zipwire (length was 20 metres) and the
refurbishment of the play area. A quotation was still awaited for the zipwire
options and the removal of some equipment.

Current funds included £10,400 received in rent and £2,700 from the Youth
Club. There was also an option for some funding from MAGNA.



Committee considered the draft Heads of Terms as submitted by South West
Water.

Following discussion a response to South West Water was drafted. With
regards to confidentiality both parties would maintain confidentiality regarding
the transaction details.

Committee agreed to the following actions:

e Submit the agreed response to South West Water;

e Obtain a further two quotations for a new zipwire and removal of relevant
equipment;

e Appointment of a solicitor to represent the Town Council in negotiations
and obtain an estimate of costs.

Grounds Contract
Committee noted the report.

Following discussions it had been agreed that Andy would continue to

maintain the following areas:

¢ Kings Corner Recreation Ground (grass cutting, strimming, equipment
inspections, general maintenance, trees and hedge cutting)

e Barnsclose Recreation Ground (grass cutting, strimming, equipment
inspections, general maintenance, trees and hedge cutting)

¢ Kings Corner verge by the bridge (Cut and strim)

¢ Maintenance of street furniture, bus stops and signage;

e Litter bin emptying of all bins the Town Council is responsible for and
placing out for collection;

e Erection and taking down of the flower baskets.

The following areas would be maintained by Horizon Grounds Services:

e Pound Walk (Strimming)

e Sports Field (grass cutting, strimming, general maintenance, trees and
hedge cutting)

Exmoor Lawns (grass cutting every two weeks, strimming)

Abbots Way (grass cutting, strimming)

Abbots Way Pond (grass cutting, strimming)

Lorna Doone Roundabout (grass cutting, strimming)

Grass cut and strim verges at Exmoor Lawns

Grass cut and strim areas previously maintained by the Lengthsman.

It was agreed to increase the hourly rate paid to Horizon as outlined in the
report.

It was agreed to arrange a suitable date and time for Horizon to visit the new
areas of responsibility with Mr Takel and arrange training on the equipment.

It was further agreed to investigate robotic mowers. A demonstration would be
arranged as soon as possible.



Committee came out of confidential session.

Reports from Members

The following actions were agreed:

e Volunteers to clear the permissive path along the river. Permissions would
be required from Exmoor National Park, Somerset Council and possibly
the Caravan Club;

e Abbots Way: Confirmed that there was no responsibility for the
maintenance of any trees as they were all growing the other side of the
fence;

e Tractor: Possibility of purchasing an attachment to cut banks and hedges.
It was agreed to investigate options;

e |t was agreed to set up a meeting with Andy and Horizon prior to the
handover of the contract to confirm areas of responsibility;

e The cemetery was being well maintained as was the Churchyard;

e |t was agreed to review Councillor responsibilities at the next meeting;

e Abbots Way Pond: Digging was now complete, lime had been undertaken
and the pipe addressed. A rockery was going to be created on the edge of
the pond and bark chippings would be purchased and plants to plant the
area;

e ClIr Crisp would review the Lorna Doone roundabout and possible
undertake some remedial work there.

e The Kings Corner verge required a mow.

e The mud on Pound Walk had now been reported to Highways.

e Sports Field: Maintenance to the area round the nets were in the process
of being addressed. The Cricket Club were also looking to remove the
covers infrastructure.

It was agreed to purchase a membrane and some bark chippings for the Pond
and the Lorna Doone roundabout.

Issues to be raised with permission of the Chairman
None.

There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their
attendance and closed the meeting at 12:12pm.

CHAIR: DATE:



