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GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 5th August 2025, 
commencing at 10:30am in the Town Council Offices, Lady Street, Dulverton.  

 
Present: Cllr Dubery (Chair), Cllr Crisp, Cllr Ottey, Cllr Parrish and Cllr Preston. 
 
Also Present: One member of the public and the Town Clerk 
 
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 
One member of the public was present regarding the overhanging hedges and 
trees from the Churchyard into their property. 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

All members were present.  
 

2. Declarations of Interests  
No Declarations of Interest were made. 
 

3. Chairman’s Comments  
None 
 

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
Committee noted the minutes of the meeting held on 26th June 2025. 
 

5. Matters Arising  
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

6. Barns Close Recreation Ground 
Members noted the update regarding this area. Work commenced on 28th July 
2025 to remove the existing zip line apparatus and to set up a temporary 
mock-up of the proposed fencing using heras panels and gates. Council met 
the contractors on site on Tuesday 29th July 2025. Among the issues raised 
was the line of the mock up fencing, removal of concrete and levelling of the 
ground. A further site meeting had been arranged for Thursday 7th August 
2025 at 10am with the contractors.  
 
The Committee also discussed phase one of the play area improvements and 
agreed to the basic specifications for the zipwire, a new swing and the 
removal of some equipment. Two further quotes would be requested. 
 
Phase two of the play area upgrade would include a new climbing frame, 
potential removal of the stepping pods, a dish roundabout and a springer. 
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Two further quotations would be requested for phase two. 
 

7. Purchase of Robotic Mower  
The Husqvarna 580Lrobotic mower for the sportsfield had not as yet been 
purchased as a final revised quotation including the cover was awaited. This 
would be followed up. 
 
The electrician had been booked in for the 18th August 2025 to fit all the 
electrics, a new outdoor socket and a meter to calculate usage. The GPS 
cable would also be installed internally in the column. 
 

8. Kings Corner Cleaning 
The play equipment at Kings Corner Recreation Ground required cleaning. It 
was agreed to accept the quotation from Diamond Shine Mobile Vehicle 
Cleaning amounting to £220 to carry out the cleaning. 
 

9. Churchyard 
A suggestion on how to proceed with repairing the wall and retaining the 
ground had been received from a Structural Engineer. Following discussion it 
was agreed that a drawing and specification of the proposal be drawn up at a 
cost of around £500. The proposal suggested the creation of a retaining wall 
with wire mesh installed. The stone wall would then be built back up in front of 
it. The cost was going to be verified and the National Park, the landowner and 
the Church would be contacted to discuss the proposal first. 
 

10. Abbots Way Pond 
Following on from the work undertaken in this location the rockery plants 
appear to have taken, the pond is a bit green and requires some form of pump 
to help clear the water and the invoice for the lime works at a cost of £85 is 
expected. 
 
With regards to a pump a large pond floating solar powered pump would be 
identified and purchased. Cost for two pumps would be in the region of £100. 
 

11. Sportsfield Insurance 
It was agreed to liaise with the insurance company to try to tidy the insurance 
cover up. In essence the Town Council would insure all its areas of 
responsibility including the pavilion building to help support the Trust and 
reduce its costs. An effort to combine both policies would be attempted. 
 

12. Reports from Members  
The following reports were received: 
 
Churchyard: It was agreed to request the contractors to focus on the upper 
levels of the terracing using the additional capacity which has been included in 
the Budget to carry out this work. 
 
Cemetery: The cemetery was looking good. Some plastic flowers had been 
identified. 
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A quote to undertake all the hedge cutting in the parish was being requested. 
The Head of Grounds was dealing with this. The Head Groundsman has been 
asked to provide both a list of all hedging to be undertaken and the date the 
work will take place. 
 
Barnsclose Recreation Ground: This area was being maintained as normal. 
 
Kings Corner and Pound Walk: This area was fine. 
 
Sports Field: Horizon had taken the maintenance of this area over now and 
were undertaking strimming and mowing. 
 
Exmoor Lawns: There were moles on the site. This would be addressed. 
Horizon had now taken over the maintenance of this area. 
 
Abbots Way: This was looking untidy but it was the responsibility of more 
than one landowner. The hedge at the bottom was looking untidy and there 
were brambles. 
 
Abbots Way Pond: This was currently being managed. 
 
Lorna Doone Roundabout: The roundabout was looking good following the 
works undertaken by the volunteers. A review of the grass and possibly 
covering it with bark would be reviewed alongside possible lawn feed in 
autumn.  

 
13. Issues to be raised with permission of the Chairman 

The Bobcat had broken down the previous week and a new cambelt and exhaust had 
been purchased. The cambelt had now been fitted and the exhaust would be fitted 
when the old one finally disintegrated. 
 
The road markings on loading bay by the toilets had worn away and it was agreed to 
investigate this being renewed and re-marked. 
 

14. Date of Next Meeting 

To be agreed. 
 
The meeting closed at 12:18pm. 


