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 DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 14th April 2025 
commencing at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton. 

 
PRESENT: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Allison Crisp, Cllr Stephen Daughtry, Cllr Alan 
Ottey, Cllr Louise Parrish, Cllr John Preston, Cllr Margaret Rawle, Cllr Nick Thwaites and Cllr 
Ann Van Praag. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Cllr Stephen Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC), Cllr Frances 
Somerset Council (SC) and the Town Clerk. 
 
DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC  
There were no members of the public present. 
 
7204 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies received. 
 

7205 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
The following Declaration of Interest was made: 

• Cllr John Preston: Moorland Foodbank; 

• Cllr Nick Thwaites: Moorland Foodbank; 

• Cllr Allison Crisp: Moorland Foodbank. 
 

7206 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chair had no announcements to make. 

 
7207 QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

 
Library 
The concerns raised regarding the Library at the last meeting were still 
being pursued. 
 
Highway Matters 
It was suggested that both the line marking and the street light issue be 
raised at the next LCN meeting. Potholes in Kemps Way had been filled. 
It was confirmed that resurfacing works in general would be undertaken 
during the summer months. The issues related to speeding in Brushford 
would be subject to a discussion following the LCN meeting. 
 
The wooden bollard that had been damaged recently had been reported 
as it was a health and safety issue. 
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There was an issue in the Highways Department regarding the capacity 
to monitor the standard of work being undertaken by contractors. This 
included out of hours monitoring. The matter was to be discussed by the 
LCN. 
 
Overnight Parking Charges 
The consultation for this had not yet commenced. 
 
Information Centre 
It was suggested that a tenant was interested in the old information 
centre which was now vacant. 
 

7208 MINUTES 
It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Crisp and RESOLVED 
to formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton Town Council 
meeting held on Monday 10th March 2025 subject to the agreed 
amendment. 

 
7209 UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST 

MEETING 
 
(a) Barnsclose Report – The report presented was noted. Further updates on 

works to be undertaken had been received including the rehabilitation of the 
play area. There was a possibility that there would not be enough space for 
the zip wire within the current ideas. South West Water were advised that this 
was a very popular item and we must find a way to ensure this in reinstated. 
The future of the access road would be subject to a negotiation between South 
West Water and the Town Council as SWW wished to retain it for access, 
subject to conditions. It was noted that the relevant covenants would still need 
to be dealt with under any future agreement. The Council thanked the Chair 
for all her hard work obtaining a resolution to this project. 

 
(b) Somerset Council re-organisation update – This had now been completed 

and was being implemented. It was suggested that Council requests a senior 
management contact list. 

 
(c) Website update – This project had now been completed and the website had 

now been published. 
 
(d) Fingerposts update – Council noted that these had now been order by the 

National Park. 
 
(e) SALC Health & Wellbeing Grants – it was agreed to review the projects 

when the grant applications opened again in June 2025. 
 
7210 MONTHLY ACCOUNTS – MARCH 2025 

 
(a) Financial Statement – It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by 

Cllr Thwaites and RESOLVED to formally approve the Financial 
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Statement relating to March 2025. Balances held at month end 
amounted to £154,404.56. 
 

(b) General Account Bank Reconciliations & Payments for approval – It 
was proposed by Cllr Ottey, seconded by Cllr Thwaites and RESOLVED 
to formally approve the Bank Reconciliation Statement related to the 
March General Account amounting to £8,107.97 expenditure and 
£2,738.61 income. 

 
(c) Events Account Bank Reconciliations & Payments for approval – It 

was proposed by Cllr Crisp, seconded by Cllr Daughtry and RESOLVED 
to formally approve the Bank Reconciliation Statement related to the 
Events Account amounting to £1,868.89 expenditure and £1,855.00 
income. 

 
(d) Investment Strategy Draft Policy – Following consideration it was proposed 

by Cllr Daughtry, seconded by Cllr Preston and RESOLVED to formally 
approve the Investment Strategy Policy. 

 
7211 ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE 

Following consideration it was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr 
Crisp and RESOLVED to change the Town Council’s accounting software 
from Rialtas Alpha to Scribe following a review of the options available.  

 
7212 EMAIL OPTION 

Following consideration it was proposed by Cllr Van Praag, seconded by Cllr 
Preston and RESOLVED to: 

• Appoint Cloud Next to manage the Council’s emails at a cost of £149.99 
plus VAT per annum; 

• Include the VisitDuverton email in this package; 

• Appoint AR Web Designs to host the VisitDulverton website on an annual 
basis at a cost of £420 plus VAT. 

 
7213 CLERK’S PROBATIONARY PERIOD 

Following consideration it was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr 
Crisp and RESOLVED to: 

• Appoint the Clerk on a permanent basis following satisfactory completion 
of his probationary period.  

• Confirm a salary increase from Scale 27 to Scale 28 as outlined in his 
contract. 

 
7214  COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS 
 
(a) Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting – It was proposed by Cllr Crisp, 

seconded by Cllr Thwaites and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 
Dulverton Partnership Committee meeting held on 8th April 2025. 
 
Council noted the update on the VE Day celebrations. It was proposed by Cllr 
Ottey, seconded by Cllr Thwaites and RESOLVED to approve a budget of 
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£500 to fund the celebrations and the film show. Volunteers were requested 
for the day. 

 
7215 MOORLAND FOODBANK GRANT APPLICATION 

 It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr Van Praag and RESOLVED 
to formally ratify the submission of the grant application to SALC to help fund a 
part-time Foodbank Manager for the Moorland Foodbank. The Council would 
be acting as banker for the grant which would be transferred directly to the 
Moorland Foodbank on receipt. Thanks were extended to the Clerk for his help 
in developing the grant application. 

 
7216  PLANNING 

 
(a) Planning Comments – It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by Cllr 

Preston and RESOLVED to adopt the comments of the Planning 
Committee to support applications 6/9/25/002, 6/9/25/003LB, 6/9/25/004 
and WTCA 25/07 and to note final approvals. 

 
7217 CORRESPONDENCE 
 The correspondence was noted by Members. 
 
7218 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL 

MEETINGS 
No Members had attended additional meetings. 

 
7218 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN 
 

Council noted the request received from a local business to erect a directional 
sign on the toilet block directing people to additional shops up the High Street 
towards Jury Road. 
 
Following discussion it was agreed to grant permission in principle for a sign to 
be mounted on the toilet block subject to Council agreeing the design of the 
sign and permission being granted from the National Park Authority. 
 
Council noted that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 14th May 
2025. The Annual Parish Meeting would commence at 6:30pm followed by the 
Annual Town Council meeting. 
 
There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 9:17pm 
 
 
 
 
__________________________   ________________________ 
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