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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2025

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 14" May 2025 in Dulverton Town
Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton commencing at 6.45pm.

PRESENT: Clir Dubery (Chair), Clir Preston, Clir Parrish, Cllr Ottey, Cllr Thwaites, Cllr Daughtry,
Cllr Rawle, Cllr Van Praag, Ward Cllr Pugsley, Mr Gash, Mrs Pegrum, the Town Clerk and the
Administration Officer.

1. Apologies
Mr Nelder, Mr Sinclair and Mrs Markwich.

2, Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting
Proposed by Cllr Thwaites, seconded by Cllr Preston and agreed that the minutes of the 2024
Annual Parish Meeting were a correct record.

3. Matters Arising
None.
4. Reports by any local Organisations or Clubs

The following reports were received:

The Parish Rooms

These had been closed for a period but the Trustees were now trying to promote the rooms to
encourage additional usage. If this was not successful the rooms could potentially be sold. The
reserves were currently being run down though use was improving but not to the level required.

Garden Club

There were currently 65 members who attended a range of activities from talks to outings. The
numbers had reduced slightly. The Produce Show would be in August and this event was
expanding year on year. Meetings were held in the Town Hall. In November 2025 the speaker
would be Sue Hunt of Gardeners World.

Dulverton Players

The Players had had a busy twelve months. A two night Murder Mystery event with food had
been held in April 2024 to help raise funds. Blythe Spirit was being put on in November 2025 for
three nights. The quiz night in February 2025 had helped raise funds for new wireless
microphones.

Town Hall




Tribute was paid to the thrift shop and the volunteers. Without them the Hall would not be able
to survive. A new heating system with air conditioning had been installed and could be
controlled by a mobile app. An active group of Trustees were in place and met every quarter.

The Film Club also met in the Hall and the recent film, Conclave, had sold out.

Floor Action Group

The Group had not been called out this year but there was concern that the higher
temperatures might lead to flash flooding so the group was on alert. Some swell bags had been
purchased but these were only for one off use. It was intended to swap the sandbags over to
swell bags over time. There were two flood sheds and there were a Community Flood Plan and
an Emergency Plan in place which would be updated.

Sports Field Charity
The land was owned by the Town Council and leased to the Charity who then sub-leased
various areas. The Charity provided insurance and the users helped towards the cost.

The current difficulties being faced were the cost of insurance and operating costs. The sports
clubs had to shoulder the main burden and membership was not as good as it had been in
previous years. Income was reducing and the Charity had reduced fees as much as it could.

If the clubs fold then the land would revert back to the Town Council. There was an open
evening on 15" May 2025 to discuss options. Trustees were made up of two members from
each club that use the facility.

Cricket Club
No changes were reported to the previous year. The wicket was still being maintained and the
service charge was still being paid but no cricket was being played as there were no teams.

Netball Club

The club had 27 members and were part of two leagues, the Exeter League and a Social League
based in Taunton. Members were keen to keep the club in Dulverton and they currently played
at the school but this venue was potentially being lost and an alternative site to play needed to
be identified.

Tennis Club

The Dulverton Tennis Club continues to be a strong member of the Sports Field group. We have
a core membership of around 40 members annually and the courts are also used on a pay-to-
play basis, accessed via the Tantivy. Memberships are varied to suit the diverse population of
the local area and include Summer, Winter, Annual, Couples and Family options.

We play social, non-league tennis and hold club sessions four times a week in the summer and
three in the winter:

e Saturday mornings
e Saturday afternoons
e Wednesday afternoons



o Tuesday evenings (Summer only)
We also hold a Tournament some years and a social fundraising Barbecue annually.

Over recent years we have spent some funds on a much needed maintenance programme
including:
e Courts —moss treatment, repaint and seal, fence repair and replacement nets
e Clubhouse - Window replacements, repaint and repair of the wooden structure
e Grounds -removal of the leylandii hedge and three diseased, non-native trees

As aresult the courts are playing very well. There is considerably less moss and leaf ingress
and the quality of the surface is often remarked upon by visitors and new members.

We had been without a chairperson for the latter part of the last year and our Vice Chair
Richard Sinclair has been holding the fort. We hope to elect a new Chairperson at the
forthcoming AGM on May 31 at 1pm at the Sports Pavilion Social Club, Millham Lane,
Dulverton TA22 9HQ. Whilst Richard has done a sterling job of holding the role, he spends a
considerable period each year abroad and so feels that he would be better placed to revert to
his formal role of Vice Chair. We also have a vacancy for the position of Secretary to the Tennis
Club Committee after the resignation of John Wootten. Anne Markwick is taking up the
secretarial role until a new person can be elected at the AGM. Anne is also the Treasurer and
Membership Secretary of the DTC. Other committee members are John Garner and Lynn
Guest. We hope that further new members will be elected at the AGM.

We will be taking part in the Sports Field Open Evening on May 15" at 6.30om and hope to
attract new members to the club.

Heritage Centre

The heritage Centre has been doing quite well this past 12 months and has had a reasonable
amount of visitors considering the economic position.

As many of you may know we were offered the national park Centre to rent but this proved to be
too expensive And it is now been taken over by another trader.

Our finances continue to be fairly good, as we don’t know what the future holds. We hold our
breath Our visitor numbers have stayed reasonably good too over the last 12 months but of
course as you know we have only from April to October to obtain our visitors

The Dulverton model railway continues to be of great interest to visitors and locals alike, and
has recently been upgraded with the latest equipment.

Our Volunteers are continuing to help us keep the centre going both by stewarding and helping
with the many tasks that the centre requires through the year

Allotments

During the last 12 months the Charity has awarded one grant of £70 to the Moorland Foodbank
to enable them to purchase an electric kettle and 24 mugs for the volunteers at the new
premises at the Riverside Youth Club. Applications are usually received via the Village Agent
and are for residents of the Parish of Dulverton only.



The charity has a balance of £1,480 in the bank of which income amounted to £568. The M&G
Charifund balance is approximately £10k.

Trustee Margaret Rawle resigns on rotation and requires re-election by the Town Council to
serve a further 4 years as per the constitution.

The Trustees are Margaret Rawle (Chair), Keith Ross (Treasurer and Secretary), Bernard How,
Catherine Blundell and Jenny Barker.

If you know anyone in the Parish in need and struggling, small grants are available but there is a
strict criteria. They need to contact the Secretary in the first instance or visit the Village Agent.

Visit Dulverton
Please see appendix one.

5. Reports by the Town Council.
The Chair, Cllr Dubery, presented the following report:

As | reflect back on the year gone by it was with much sadness that we said goodbye to our
clerk of 20 plus years Mandy Rose last September when she retired. She served this
community and the council always with a professional, helpful approach and she is of course
much missed. This leads us into looking for a suitable replacement and were delighted to
appoint Paul Russell to the role in August. Paul has a long family history in Dulverton and
knows the town well, he is an experienced Clerk having worked for councils all over the area.
So welcome Paul and good luck for the future years you will spend on working for Dulverton.

| realise that, yet again, it has been a difficult year for many locally. Issues caused by the
financial implications that have resulted from Somerset County’s budget shortfalls, some of
which we are still waiting to hear how they may be resolved. The possible reduction to local
services may well have an impact on the quality of services provided to this community in the
future. Work is always on going to continue to assess the impact on Dulverton as and when we
receive details from Somerset as to what these may be.

The Councils Grounds Team have worked very hard again this last 12 months, and have
succeeded in maintaining very high standards with regards Abbots Way Pond, Exmoor Lawns,
Cemetery, Sports field, Kings Corner Rec and All Saints Churchyard. They have also looked
after some areas which are the Counties. Once again, our Groundsman Andy Takel received
commendations from Somerset Playing Fields Association for the high standard of
maintenance sustained with regards Kings Corner Recreation Ground, and the Sports Field.

Barns Close Recreation Ground has unfortunately still not been fully reopened, this is due to
the works needed to be undertaken by South West Water to upgrade the sewerage works off
Millham Lane. There have been unforeseen problems which has meant the works have taken
approximately a year and a half longer than they originally planned. The work we are told will
mean the capacity is increased and there will be less spillage into the river. Government
decides along with other agencies what this is so they are in their hands should a further
reduction be required in future years. We are continuing to negotiate with them as currently



they want long term access and this along with the restoration of the Park continues to be
under discussion.

Dulverton Town Councillors have also given their time to support local events and initiatives
aiming to promote Dulverton as a wonderful town and tourist destination, which in turn helps
to sustain the economic viability of the Town in what is challenging times on the high street. My
sincere thanks to all the committee from Dulverton Partnership, for their unwavering support
and hard work. As part of this Visit Dulverton has continued to be developed, promoting
everything that’s great about Dulverton - its shops and events are all featured and published
through Visit Dulverton, Facebook and Instagram. We take every opportunity to place articles
in local newspapers and even have had appearances on Somerset Radio. We also support
other local events by helping to publicise these too.

A fantastic effort was put in by many local people including Frances Nicolson and councillors
to secure the new Moorland Food Bank now housed in the old youth club building. We were
more than happy to help with applications to funding to get the Chairty set up and off the
ground, The trustees are now taking the project forward in a veery positive way. A big thank you
to all of those who have and continue to help provide this vital service.

The new Town Council website has been developed, and we believe the community will find it
easy to look through for information.

Finally, | would also like to take this opportunity to thank the office staffing team Sylvia and
Helen for their commitment to ensuring that the Council continues to run efficiently. Without
your dedication and hard work we would not be able to pursue the Council’s aims and
objectives.

Thank you all once again.

6. Public Comment.
There were no comments or questions from those present.

There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the
meeting at 7.56pm.
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