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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 10th February 2025 
at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX. 

 
PRESENT: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Allison Crisp, Cllr Stephen Daughtry, 
Cllr John Preston, Cllr Margaret Rawle, Cllr Nick Thwaites and Cllr Ann Van Praag. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Cllr Stephen Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC), Cllr Frances 
Somerset Council (SC) and the Town Clerk. 
 
DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC  
There were no members of the public present. 

 
7177 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received an accepted from Cllr Alan Ottey (medical) and 
Cllr Louise Parrish (medical) 

 
7178 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

No additional Declarations of Interest were made.  
 
7179 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chair had no announcements. 
 
7180 QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

 
Somerset Council Budget 
A final decision had been deferred. Council had to formally agree its rate 
by 17th March 2025. All principal authorities were facing challenges 
especially with regard to the costs of children and adult social care and 
children’s services including educational needs. 
 
Streetlights 
Concerns were raised regarding the repair of streetlights in Dulverton. A 
number of lights required maintenance and it was agreed to submit the 
list to the Somerset Councillors to action. 
 
Code of Conduct Consultation 
Noted that a consultation by the Government on the Code of Conduct 
was coming to an end (26th February 2025). It was suggested that the 
Town Council might wish to submit comments. 
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Recent Storm Damage 
Noted that recent storm damage included trees being uprooted and 
subsequently pulling the road surfaces up across Exmoor. It had been 
pointed out that Exmoor was a special case due to its particular weather 
and required additional support. 
 

7181 MINUTES 
It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Rawle and 
RESOLVED to formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton 
Town Council meeting held on Monday 13th January 2025 subject to the 
agreed amendment. 

 
7182 UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST 

MEETING 
 

Boundary Commission Update 
Noted that the consultation had been extended until 4th March 2025. 
Somerset Council had voted against its original submission proposal but 
would be required to submit an alternative proposal. Dulverton Town 
Council would be submitting a comment. 
 
Somerset Council Reorganisation/Redundancies Update 
Noted that a letter had been received that there would now be no 
changes to the number of officers in the Highway Department serving the 
Exmoor area. It was still possible that there would be reductions in the 
management. 
 
Noted that Somerset Council had been given permission to increase its 
Council Tax by 7.5% but there was still a large financial shortfall 
identified for the next two years. 
 
Foodbank Update 
Noted that negotiations were being held to transfer the property to the 
Foodbank Trustees. It was expected that the report would be finalised by 
Somerset Council by the end of the month and the request was to 
include the area with the trees as the Trustees wished to have control 
over their maintenance. 
 
The Foodbank was currently consolidating its volunteers and collections 
were being made from surrounding villages as well as donation boxes 
being in place. Both local parish councils and parochial church councils 
were considering making donations, 
 
Youth Club 
This had now been wound up and the balance remaining would be 
transferred to the Town Council to be ringfenced for youth provision. 
 
Barnsclose, South West Water Update 
It was agreed to contact South West Water again regarding its future 
plans. It was noted that the health and safety issues had now been dealt 



 

3 | P a g e  
 

with. It was agreed to give the company notice that the Town Council 
would like to recommission the play area. It was further agreed to identify 
the non-executive directors and copy this request to them as well.  
 
Website Update 
The website was almost completed and would be ready to go live week 
commencing 17th February 2025. 
 
Planning Portal Update 
The issue with the missing emails to the planning authority had now 
been resolved. Emails from the Town Council had been quarantined. 
The matter was raised with Cllr Pugsley, Somerset Council, because 
there was a possibility that other parish councils might have been 
affected. 

 
7183 MONTHLY ACCOUNTS – JANUARY 2025 
 
(a) Financial Statement – It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by Cllr 

Van Praag and RESOLVED to formally approve the Financial Statement 
relating to December 2024. 
 
It was noted that Council would be reviewing its investments over the next few 
months. 
 

(b) General Account Bank Reconciliations & Payments for approval – It 
was proposed by Cllr Crisp, seconded by Cllr Preston and RESOLVED 
to formally approve the Bank Reconciliation Statement related to the 
General Account amounting to £13,574.90 expenditure and £264.54 
income. 
 

(c) Events Account Bank Reconciliations & Payments for approval – It 
was proposed by Cllr Van Praag, seconded by Cllr Rawle and 
RESOLVED to formally approve the Bank Reconciliation Statement 
related to the Events Account amounting to £969.00 expenditure and 
£7,857.78 income. 

 
7184 INTERNAL AUDIT 

Following consideration of the quotations received it was proposed by 
Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr Thwaite and RESOLVED to formally 
appoint Hillside Business as the internal auditor for 2024/25.  

 
7185 FINGERPOSTS 

Council considered the proposals put forward by Exmoor National Park 
to upgrade some of the fingerposts in Dulverton. 
 
The following was agreed: 
 
Sign 1 

• Fingerpost A – update agreed 

• Fingerpost B – leave as it is 
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• Fingerpost C – update agreed 
Sign 2 

• Option Two approved 
 
Sign 3 

• Remove Health Centre and replace with Post Office, not PO 
 
DTC Signs 

• Agreed that none of these to be upgraded at this time. 
 
With regard to the Visitor Map it was agreed to support the proposal to 
update it using the existing background map. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Van Praag and 
RESOLVED to nominate Cllr Dubery to liaise with Exmoor National Park 
regarding this project. 

 
7186  COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS 
 
(a) Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting – It was proposed by Cllr Crisp, 

seconded by Cllr Thwaites and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of 
the Dulverton Partnership Committee meeting held on 14th January 
2025. 

 
(b) Grounds Committee – It was proposed by Cllr Crisp, seconded by Cllr 

Preston and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Grounds 
Committee meeting held on 21st January 2025. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr Crisp and RESOLVED 
to formally adopt the revised Cemetery Fees for 2025/26 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Daughtry, seconded by Cllr Crisp and 
RESOLVED to approve the revised contract for the existing Groundsman 
to maintain the Churchyard for 2025/26 and to appoint Horizon to be the 
Grounds Contractors responsible for the Cemetery for 2025/26 

  
7187  PLANNING 
 
(a) Planning Comments – Proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by Cllr 

Preston and RESOLVED to adopt the comments of the Planning 
Committee to support applications 6/9/24/023 and to note final 
approvals. 

 
7188 CORRESPONDENCE 
 The correspondence was noted by Members.  
 
7189 QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL 

MEETINGS 
No questions were raised. 
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7190 ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN 

No items were raised. 
 

7191 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
Council RESOLVED that , under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) 
Act 1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature of 
the business about to be transacted which involves the likely disclosure of 
exempt information. The public and press to withdraw from the meeting during 
consideration of detailed discussion regarding: 

 
(a) Staffing Matters – Members noted the request received from the Finance 

Officer to consider reducing her hours from 8 hours per week to 5 hours per 
week. Council agreed to implement this change in the Finance Officer’s 
contract as from 1st April 2025. 
 
There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 9.33pm. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________  _______________________ 
CHAIR:     DATE: 

 


