DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL
GROUNDS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Grounds Committee of Dulverton Town Council held on Tuesday 215t
January 2025 commencing at 10:00am in the Town Council Office, Lady Street,
Dulverton.

PRESENT: ClIr Christine Dubery (Chair), ClIr Allison Crisp and CllIr Louise Parrish.

ALSO PRESENT: Town Clerk

1.

Deferment of business for comment by the public.
No members of the public were present.

Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Alan Ottey and Clir John
Preston.

Declarations of Interests
None.

Chairman’s Comments
None.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Minutes of 19" November 2024previously approved by Council.

Matters Arising
No matters were raised.

Grounds Maintenance
Members discussed the various options regarding the provision of grounds
maintenance for the Churchyard and the Cemetery for 2025/26.

Churchyard

It was agreed that the option be put to the existing contractor to cut the

Churchyard once a fortnight instead of half a cut every week. The Committee

did not agree to increase the hours allocated to the maintenance of the

Churchyard. Therefore the proposal would be:

e To allocate 6 hours every fortnight for cutting the main area of the
Churchyard;

e Allocate a further 1 hour to address the cutting of the terraces on a regular
basis;

e This would create a full 7 hour day.

With regards to the Cemetery the existing contractor did not wish to continue
with this. Clir Dubery had identified four potential replacement contractors
although two had now withdrawn.
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10.

It was agreed to contact the most local contractor initially and discuss the
work required and the negotiate an hourly rate and start date.

The following matters were raised:

e Concern was expressed regarding the shuttering and soil that had
appeared in the cemetery. This would be investigated,;

e |t was agreed to remove the Christmas decorations;

e It was noted that a quotation was still awaited to sandblast the cemetery
gates and various benches.

Cemetery Fees

Committee considered the draft fees proposed for the Cemetery. Following
consideration, it was agreed to implement the following fees for the Cemetery
to be implemented from 15t April 2025:

INTERMENT FEES 2024 | 2025
Burial of a child (under one year) £0 £0

Child (Less than 16 years) £100 | £125
Person over 16 years £400 £450
Burial of ashes £150 £175
Digging fee for ashes £50 £75
MONUMENT FEES 2024 | 2025
A Headstone not exceeding 2' 6" in

height £100 £125
A Vase bearing an inscription - £100
A Tablet not exceeding 18" x 18" - £125
Additional Inscription £30 £50

Abbots Way Pond

Work would be undertaken late February/early March to clear the silt traps
and commence the other works discussed last year, namely clearing the pond
of weed and installing a pump.

Reports from Members

The following matters were discussed:

e The youth shelter in Kings Corner along with other play equipment
required cleaning. Two potential contractors would be approached to
obtain a quotation to pressure wash the unit;

e Barnsclose: South West Water had been contacted again by Clir Dubery
as no reply had yet been received. A further follow up email would be sent
by the Clerk;

e Benches, Exmoor Lawns: A revised quotation for the replacement Whitton
Benches for Exmoor Lawns had been received. It was agreed to contact
the two interested parties and provide them with a cost to place a
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memorial bench at this location. One bench would need to be concreted
in, the other would be fixed to the existing concrete base;

e It was further agreed to consider purchasing some recycled plastic posts
for the entrance to the sports field;

e Quotations for the annual machinery servicing had been requested. To
date only one quotation had been received. It was agreed to try to obtain
a second quotation by the end of the week but to accept the best value
quotation by the end of this week as the equipment needed to be serviced
prior to the start of the season.

11. Issues to be raised with permission of the Chairman
None raised.

There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their attendance and
closed the meeting at 11:21pm.

CHAIR: DATE:
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