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Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 13™ January 2025
at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX.

PRESENT: ClIr Christine Dubery (Chair), ClIr Allison Crisp, ClIr Stephen Daughtry,
Clir Louise Parrish, Cllr John Preston, Cllr Margaret Rawle, Clir Nick Thwaites and ClIr
Ann Van Praag.

ALSO

PRESENT: ClIr Stephen Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC) and the Town

Clerk.

DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC

There were no members of the public present.

7165.

7166.

7167.

7168.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received an accepted from Clir Alan Ottey (illness). Clirs
Mrs Frances Nicholson, Somerset Council, had also sent her apologies
and ClIr Pugsley apologised for late arrival due to a previous meeting.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
No additional Declarations of Interest were made. The Clerk would send
out a Declaration of Interests form to all Members to update if required.

CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair wished everyone a Happy New Year and thanked everyone
for their time and effort serving the community in 2024.

QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Somerset Budget

It was noted that the Somerset Council budget was taking shape with the
focus being on a reduction in staff rather than services although it was
still not clear how this was going to be achieved. It was hoped that due to
the submissions received the Highways Department proposed reduction
was going to be reviewed.

Highways
Winsford Hill Signage: It was noted that the signage had now being

painted on the road. However, it was felt that further action could be
taken. It was agreed to raise it at the next LCN Highways Subgroup to
discuss options including rumble strips and other options.
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It was further noted that the verges had been cut back by the National
Park and this was welcomed. Paul please check with Margaret as | think

Somerset Council Winter Maintenance

Concern was expressed at the winter maintenance that had been carried
out during the recent cold spell. It appeared that the Green routes had
not been gritted and some Red routes also not been gritted.

Recycling
It was noted that a Facebook post by the Lead Member had indicated

that Somerset Council would be aiming not to close recycling centres. It
had been pointed out that closures could result in a significant increase

in flytipping.

Boundary Commission
It was noted that Somerset Council had drafted some sensible proposals
for the review of Council wards in this area.

It was agreed that Dulverton Town Council would broadly support the
proposals being put forward by Somerset Council.

7169. MINUTES
It was proposed by ClIr Parrish, seconded by Clir Rawle and
RESOLVED to formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton
Town Council meeting held on Monday 9" December 2024 subject to the
agreed amendment regarding Winsford Hill.

7170. UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST
MEETING
7155: Boundary Commission update: Further updates were received
from ClIr Pugsley.

7157: Somerset Council Reorganisation/Redundancies update: Council
noted that the letter had been submitted to Somerset Council but no
acknowledgement of receipt had been received. This was raised with ClIr
Pugsley who agreed to look into it.

7157: Foodbank update: Council noted that the Foodbank Charity had
now been set up along with its own bank account and enough volunteers
were in place to undertake the work currently outstanding. The Steering
Group had now been disbanded.

7157: Barnsclose, South West Water update: Council noted that no

further response had been received from South West Water and it was
agreed that this matter continued to be pursued.
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7171.

(@)

(b)

(c)

7172.

7173.

7157: Website update: Council noted that Councillor pictures had now
been taken and all documentation to be uploaded had been sent over to
the contractor. A link with the draft website would be available soon.

7157: Abbots Pond update: No further issues had been experienced at
this location although no response to the Facebook post before
Christmas had been received.

7157: Local Plan Call for Sites update: Council noted that this initiative
had now been launched. The Call for Sites would feed into the Local
Plan and identify suitable development sites in Somerset.

7157: Walk & Talk rescheduled walk update: No further update had been
received regarding the rescheduling of this session.

7159(b): Cemetery fees review — It was agreed to hold a Grounds
Committee meeting on Tuesday 215t January 2025 at 10am.

7159(b): Tree in Churchyard update: Council noted that the works to the
tree damaged during the storm had now been completed.

7159(c): Telephone box repairs update: Council noted that it had been
confirmed that this was on the list for repairs and maintenance. Further
updates would be provided when received.

MONTHLY ACCOUNTS - DECEMBER 2024

Financial Statement — It was proposed by ClIr Preston, seconded by
Clir Crisp and RESOLVED to formally approve the Financial Statement
relating to December 2024.

It was noted that Council would be reviewing its investments over the next few
months.

General Account Bank Reconciliations & Payments for approval — It
was proposed by ClIr Crisp, seconded by Clir Van Praag and
RESOLVED to formally approve the Bank Reconciliation Statement
related to the General Account amounting to £6,794.75 expenditure.
There was no income received.

Events Account Bank Reconciliations & Payments for approval — It
was proposed by Clir Rawle, seconded by Clir Preston and RESOLVED
to formally approve the Bank Reconciliation Statement related to the

Events Account amounting to £690.60 expenditure and £635.00 income.

COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
Council noted that no meetings had been held over the Christmas
period.

PLANNING
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(a)

7174.

7175.

7176.

7177.

Planning Comments — Proposed by ClIr Rawle, seconded by ClIr
Preston and RESOLVED to adopt the comments of the Planning
Committee to support applications 6/9/24/019, 6/9/24/020LB,
6/9/24/021LB and 6/9/24022 and to note final approvals.

Council noted the concern that a number of comments submitted by
Council had not appeared on the Planning Portal. Cllr Rawle agreed to
pursue this with the Exmoor National Park Planning Department.

PRECEPT 2025/26

It was proposed by ClIr Dubery, seconded by ClIr Preston and
RESOLVED to submit a precept request for 2025/26 to Somerset
Council of £98,500 following the receipt of the revised Tax Base from
637.45 to 658.33. This represented an increase of 3.44% (£4.98) per
annum on a typical D Band property.

CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence was noted by Members. Clir Dubery and ClIr Thwaite
would attend the next LCN meeting and-due-to-the-Grounds-Committee

QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL
MEETINGS

Council noted that a number of Councillors had attended the Dulverton
Community meeting recently held. At present no plans had been formally
put forward and it was a work in progress.

Members were reminded that a Partnership Committee meeting was
taking place on Tuesday .afternoon

ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN

Concern was expressed that there appeared to be two abandoned cars in the
Barnsclose area. It was noted that these should be initially reported to
Somerset Council.

Council agreed to appoint Cllr Stephen Daughtry to the Planning Committee
and the Town Management Committee.

There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for their
attendance and closed the meeting at 9.01pm.

CHAIR: DATE:
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