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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Town Council Meeting of Dulverton Town Council held on
Wednesday 14 May 2025 in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton commencing at
7:25pm following on from the Annual Town Meeting.

PRESENT: CliIr Christine Dubery (Chair), Clir Stephen Daughtry, Clir Alan Ottey, ClIr Louise
Parrish, Clir John Preston, Clir Margaret Rawle, Clir Nick Thwaites and Clir Ann Van Praag.

ALSO PRESENT: ClIr Stephen Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC), ClIr Frances Nicholson,
Somerset Council (SC), the Administrative Officer and the Town Clerk.

DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC
There were no members of the public present.

25/01 ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR/CHAIR
It was proposed by Clir Thwaites, seconded by Clir Rawle and unanimously
RESOLVED to elect Clir Cristine Dubery as Town Mayor/Chair of Dulverton
Town Council for the 2025/26 Civic Year. The Declaration of Acceptance of
Office would be received in due course.

25/02 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR
It was proposed by CliIr Preston, seconded by Clir Rawle and unanimously
RESOLVED to elect Clir Nick Thwaites as Vice-Chair of Dulverton Town Council
for the 2025/26 Civic Year. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office would be
received in due course

25/03 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Allison Crisp (holiday).

25/04 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Members were reminded to update their Declarations of Interest forms if required. No
declarations of interest were made.

25/05 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair had no announcements.

25/06 MINUTES
It was proposed by ClIr Thwaites, seconded by Clir Ottey and RESOLVED to
formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meetings
held on Monday 14™ April 2025 and the Annual Town Council meeting held on 7t
May 2024.
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25/07

25/08

25/09

QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS

e Library update — There were no further updates available. Options on
the practicalities of opening the library when the new retail unit was
open were currently being investigated.

e Highway Matters update — The Highways Department was currently
addressing potholes throughout the County using short term road
closures. The Police were not supportive of the proposal to reducing
the speed limit in Brushford as it would be difficult to monitor.
Pedestrian signs were being considered.

e Overnight parking charges consultation update — This had now been
withdrawn. Consideration was still being given to Sunday parking
and free car park charges but this did not apply to Dulverton. The
consultation had been deferred.

¢ Recycling Centres — The Somerset Council Executive Committee
had paused their review whilst seeking other savings. Proposals
would be presented later in the year and would potentially be
consulted on.

e Kemps Way — Kemps Way was not an adopted highway but was
currently being maintained by Somerset Council. Due to a change in
property ownership Somerset Council was being encouraged to
adopt it as highway. The future of the school was still being reviewed
and there was a possibility that the unit would continue to be used for
educational purposes.

TERMS OF REFERENCE
Council agreed to consider updating Committee Terms of References. This
item was deferred to the Policy & Procedures Review Committee to consider.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS
It was proposed by ClIr Dubery, seconded ClIr Thwaites and RESOLVED that
the following members be appointed to the Council’'s Committees:

Note that the Chair and Vice Chair are ex-officio on all Committees:
Planning and Conservation: Councillors: Mr Nick Thwaites, Mr Stephen
Daughtry, Mr John Preston, Mrs Margaret Rawle, Mrs Allison Crisp and Mrs
Ann Van Praag.

Grounds Committee: Councillors: Mrs Christine Dubery Mr Alan Ottey, Mrs
Louise Parrish, Mrs Allison Crisp and Mr John Preston.

Town Management Committee: Councillors: Mr Alan Ottey, Mrs Margaret

Rawle, Mrs Christine Dubery, Mr Stephen Daughtry, Mrs Louise Parrish and
Mrs Ann Van Praag.
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25110

2511

25/12

2513

25/14

Legal & Finance: Councillors: Mrs Christine Dubery, Mr Nick Thwaites, Mr
Stephen Daughtry and Mr Alan Ottey.

Policy & Procedures Review Committee: Councillors: Mrs Christine
Dubery, Mr Nick Thwaites, Mr John Preston, Mr Stephen Daughtry and Mr
Alan Ottey.

The Dulverton Partnership Sub-Committee: Councillors: Mrs Dubery, Mr
Nick Thwaites, Mrs Margaret Rawle and Mrs Allison Crisp.

Any member can be invited to attend a meeting to ensure a quorum is
maintained.

APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES

It was proposed by ClIr Preston, seconded Clir Thwaites and RESOLVED that
the following Councillors be appointed to the utside Bodies:

e Sport Field Management Committee: Clir Parrish

Town Hall Management Committee: ClIr Parrish

Farmers Market Organising Committee: CliIr Ottey

Dulverton Patient Group: Clir Rawle

Local Community Network: Clirs Dubery, Rawle and Thwaites

National Park Forum: Clir Thwaites

Highways Warden & Parish Paths Liaison Officer: Clirs Rawle, Daughtry
and Ottey

e Housing/MAGNA: ClIr Van Praag

e Streamcombe Allotment Trustees: Clir Rawle

REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
Council considered the adoption of existing Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations.

It was agreed to note both documents and refer the review of Standing
Orders to the Policy & Procedures Review Committee for updating and
the Financial Regulations to the Legal & Finance Committee for updating
to ensure they meet the new legal requirements. Once they had been
updated they would be presented to Council for consideration and formal
adoption.

ASSET REGISTER
Council agreed to adopt the updated Asset Register presented and to
undertake a review during the year to ensure that it was accurate.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Council agreed to continue with its current subscriptions to NALC, SALC, the
SLCC and the Somerset Playing Fields Association.

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

Members discussed the current Complaints Procedure. It was agreed to adopt
it subject to amending paragraph 5 from seven to ten working days on receipt
of the information related to any complaint submitted to Council.
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2515

25/16

25117

25/18

25/19

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/DATA PROTECTION
Council agreed to adopt the Council’s Freedom of Information Model
Publication Scheme and Data Protection Policy without amendment.

COMMUNICATIONS POLICY
Council agreed to defer this item to the Policy & Procedures Review
Committee to develop and present to Council at a future date.

COUNCIL MEETINGS 2025/26

Council agreed to approve the dates, time and place of ordinary meetings of
the full Council for 2025/26 with one amendment to the Annual Town Council
Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting which would not be held on Tuesday 12
May 2026 commencing at 6:45pm

UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST

MEETING

e Barnsclose Report update — Members noted that a further delay had
been incurred due to a delay in the delivery of a filter. It was agreed
to investigate play equipment options and invite two companies to
advise on what equipment could be safely installed on the site.

e Council emails update — This was currently being progressed.

e Moorland Foodbank update — negotiations were still ongoing with
Somerset Council for the purchase of the building. Works were
currently being carried out internally and Sparks Somerset was
advising on the recruitment of the new manager.

¢ Retail Directional Sign update — There was no further update and
this would be pursued.

FINANCE - APRIL 2025

Internal Audit Report — Council considered the internal audit report.
Following discussion, it was proposed by ClIr Preston, seconded by Clir
Daughtry and RESOLVED to adopt the report and develop a plan of
action to address the issues raised. This would be implemented and
reported during the year.

Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 — It was proposed by Clir
Preston, seconded by Clir Daughtry and RESOLVED to formally approve
the Annual Governance Statement.

Annual Accounting Statement 2024/25 - It was proposed by Clir
Thwaites, seconded by Clir Ottey and RESOLVED to formally approve
the Annual Accounting Statement for 2024/25.

Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights — It was
proposed by ClIr Preston, seconded by Clir Dubery and RESOLVED to
approve the notice period which will run from 3™ June to 14t July 2025.
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(e)

(f)

25/20

(a)

25/21

(a)

25/22

25/23

25/24

25/25

Financial Reports — Council noted that due to a change of financial
software this item would be deferred until the meeting on 9" June 2025.

Earmarked Reserves — It was agreed to defer the consideration of the
allocation of Earmarked Reserves until the next Full Council meeting on
ot June 2025.

COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting — It was agreed to defer the
consideration of these minutes until the next Full Council meeting on 9t
June 2025.

PLANNING

Planning Comments — It was proposed by ClIr Rawle, seconded by Clir
Preston and RESOLVED to adopt the comments of the Planning
Committee to support applications 6/9/25/006LB, 6/9/25/007 and WTCA
25/10 and to note final approvals.

CORRESPONDENCE
Council noted the correspondence sheet.

QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL
MEETINGS
No additional meetings had been attended.

ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN
No matters were raised.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

Council noted that the next Dulverton Town Council meeting would be
held on Monday 9" June 2025 commencing at 7.15pm in the Town Hall,
Fore Street, Dulverton.

There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for their
attendance and closed the meeting at 9:49pm

CHAIR DATE
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