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 DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 9th December 2024 
at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX. 

 
PRESENT: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Allison Crisp, Cllr Stephen Daughtry, 
Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr Louise Parrish, Cllr John Preston, Cllr Margaret Rawle and Cllr 
Nick Thwaites. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Cllrs Mrs Frances Nicholson, Somerset Council (SC), Stephen 
Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC), the Town Clerk and the Administration Officer. 
 
DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC  
There were no members of the public present. 
 
7151. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Ann Van Praag (illness). 
 
7152. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

No additional Declarations of Interest were made. 
 
7153. CO-OPTION 
 A paper ballot was taken to decide on the co-option of Mr Stephen 

Daughtry. 
 
 It was unanimously RESOLVED to formally co-opt Mr Stephen Daughtry 

on to Dulverton Town Council 
 
7154. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman had no announcements. 
 
7155. QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

 
Somerset Council Reorganisation 
The consultation with staff was still ongoing. It was anticipated that the 
number of redundancies would be in the region of 450. 
 
Regional Government 
It was clarified that the proposal for Somerset, Dorset and Wiltshire to 
join forces was mainly to help secure additional funding from Central 
Government. 
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Funding 
Somerset Council wished to achieve a more secure future funding 
agreement with Central Government. The challenge included ways to 
fund social services and other demand led services. The Council had no 
choice when it came to taking children into care which inevitably affected 
other service delivery areas. With the increase in costs related to social 
services it was likely that most principal authorities would have to declare 
Section 114 bankruptcy.  
 
Boundary Commission Update  
An electoral review of the Somerset Ward Councillor boundaries would 
run until 20th January 2025.Cllr Pugsley had undertaken a significant 
amount of work on this and had developed local parish groupings that 
met the required numbers. It was suggested that included in the Town 
Council response was the request that parishes of a similar character 
should be grouped together. 
 
Signage 
The Slow signs at two locations had now been painted. 
 

7156. MINUTES 
It was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Rawle and 
RESOLVED to formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton 
Town Council meeting held on Monday 11th November 2024. 

 
7157. UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST 

MEETING 
 
Redundancies 
A letter had been drafted and an amendment was agreed. Once the 
amendment had been completed it would be sent to Somerset Council. 
 
Foodbank Update  
Charity status had now been secured. The Trustees would be meeting 
on 11th November 2024. Insurance had been sorted out and a risk 
assessment completed. A bank account was being opened and the 
consultant supporting this initiative would be in post until the end of 
January 2025. 
 
Barnsclose Proposal, South West Water 
No further communication had been received from South West Water. It 
was agreed to ask the local MP to take up the case as well as the Chair 
of South West Water. 
 
Website Update: 
The relevant Council documentation was nearly finalised and would be 
submitted to the designer on 10th December 2024. A Transparency Page 
would also be created. 
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Antisocial Behaviour 
Council noted that a letter of apology had been received.  
 
Abbots Pond 
Noted that this area had been padlocked. It was not known who had put 
the chain and padlock on the gate. 
 
Local Plan 
It was noted that Somerset Council would commence a Call for Sites in 
January 2025. 
 
Walk & Talk  
This had been cancelled due to the weather but is going to be 
rescheduled. 
 

7158. MONTHLY ACCOUNTS – NOVEMBER 2024 
 
(a) Financial Statement – It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by Cllr 

Parrish and RESOLVED to formally approve the Financial Statement 
relating to November 2024 

 
(b) Bank Reconciliations & Payments for Approval – It was proposed by 

Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Crisp and RESOLVED to formally approve 
the Bank Reconciliation Statement related to the General Account 
amounting to £8,031.55 expenditure and £4,900.47 income. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Parrish, seconded by Cllr Rawle and 
RESOLVED to formally approve the Bank Reconciliation Statement 
related to the Events Account amounting to £5,383.78 expenditure and 
£2,576.07 income. 

 
7159.  COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS 
 
(a) Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting – It was proposed by Cllr 

Thwaites, seconded by Cllr Crisp and RESOLVED to approve the 
minutes of the Dulverton Partnership Committee meeting held on 6th 
November 2024. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Crisp, seconded by Cllr Dubery and RESOLVED 
to approve the minutes of the Dulverton Partnership Committee meeting 
held on 4th December 2024. 
 
It was noted that the Consultant that supported the Events Team had 
indicated that she was happy to continue. 

 
(b) Grounds Committee – It was proposed by Cllr Ottey, seconded by Cllr 

Crisp and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Grounds 
Committee meeting held on 19th November 2024 
 
Council noted that Cemetery fees would be reviewed in January 2025. 
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Council also noted that a tree had fallen in the Churchyard during the 
storm over the weekend. It was in the conservation area and was 
potentially a danger to life and limb so permission to carry out the works 
was not required. A tree surgeon had been contacted and would 
undertake the work as soon as possible. 
 
The tree that had fallen at the sports field had now been addressed. Part 
of the tree at Exmoor Lawn had also fallen off and damaged a bench. 
This had now been removed and would require replacement. 
 

(c) Town Management Committee – It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, 
seconded by Cllr Dubery and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 
Town Management Committee meeting held on 19th November 2024 
subject to the Noticeboards being amended to Visitor Information 
Boards. 
 
Noted that the free car parking signs had been removed but the 
machines would be disabled so as not to accept any payment. 
 
It was agreed to contact BT to ask them to clean and repair the working 
telephone box. 

 
(d) Policy, Procedure & HR Committee – It was proposed by Cllr 

Thwaites, seconded by Cllr Ottey and RESOLVED to approve the 
minutes of the Policy, Procedure & HR Committee meeting held on 26th 
November 2024 

 
(e) Legal & Finance Committee – It was proposed by Cllr Parrish, 

seconded by Cllr Dubery and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 
Legal & Finance Committee meeting held on 26th November 2024 

 
7160.  PLANNING 
 
(a) Planning Comments – Proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by Cllr 

Preston and RESOLVED to adopt the comments of the Planning 
Committee to support applications WTPO 24/03 and WTCA 24/20 and to 
note final approvals. 

 
(b) Local Plan Engagement Submission – Council agreed to ratify the 

draft submission regarding the Local Plan which was submitted on 30th 
November 2024. 

 
7161. DRAFT BUDGET/PRECEPT 2025/26 

Council considered the draft budget that had been developed by the 
various Committees as outlined in the relevant minutes. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr Preston and 
RESOLVED to formally adopt the budget. 
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It was further proposed by Cllr Crisp, seconded by Cllr Dubery and 
RESOLVED to formally set a precept of £95,670, subject to the 
confirmation of the Tax Base. This would be further reviewed in January 
2025. 
 

7162. CORRESPONDENCE 
 The correspondence was noted by Members. 
 

7163. QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL 
MEETINGS 
The report from the LCN meeting recently attended by Cllr Rawle and 
Cllr Dubery was noted. The future of the Highways Department was still 
uncertain and it had been suggested that the current staff of 10 would be 
reduced to 4. 
 
The date of the next LCN meeting at Wheddon Cross would take place 
on 16th January 2025. 

 
7164. ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN 

It was agreed to thank the Street Cleaner for all her work. 
 

Council noted that the Christmas lunch was booked for Tuesday 10th 
December 2024 for all Councillors and staff. 

 
There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 9.38pm. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________  _______________________ 
CHAIR:     DATE: 

 
 


