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Minutes of the Grounds Committee meeting held on 13th August 2024 

commencing at 10.30am, in the Town Council Office, Lady Street, Dulverton. 
 
Present: Chairman: Cllr. Mrs Christine Dubery. Cllrs: Mr Alan Ottey; Mrs Louise 

Parrish and Mrs Allison Crisp.  
 

Deferment of Business for comment by the public. None 
 
Election of Chairman:  

 
RESOLVED: Mrs Dubery was proposed as Chairman by Mr Ottey and seconded 

by Mrs Parrish. There were no other nominations. Mrs Dubery was elected 
unanimously 
 

Apologies:  Mr John Preston.  
 

Declarations of Interests: None that are not already declared. 
 
Chairman’s Comments & Meeting Management: None 

 
Matters Arising:  

 
All Saints Church School House Boundary Wall: 
The pond has been removed from the adjoining property. 

Mr David Kitching, Managing Director of ‘Stress’ has again been chased by the 
Clerk for possible solutions. 

 
Barnsclose – South West Water Works (SWW): 
As per minutes of the DTC meeting held on 12th August 2024. 

 
Jubilee Pond: 

Advice has been received from Mr Dave Fuller concerning the future 
maintenance of the pond and the removal of invasive weeds. 

 
RESOLVED: To accept and pursue the advice given by Mr Fuller and meet costs 
amounting up to £500.00. Proposed by Mrs Dubery, seconded by Mr Ottey and 

carried. 
 

Members noted that the pond cannot be treated until next Feb/March 2024. An 
ongoing plan of action concerning maintenance is to be devised. Mr Takel is to 
be asked by the Clerk as to whether he is willing to empty the silt traps. 

 
Exmoor Lawns – Dog signage: 

Replacement bye law signage being pursued by the Clerk and County Councillors. 
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Vehicle access slope outside ENPA Headquarters is being compromised by 

parked cars. Letter to ENPA accordingly. 
 
Church Yard – Terrace Paths and other issues: 

 
Power & Phone Lines: Members determined that the issues should be dealt with 

by the National Grid as advised. 
 
Yew Trees: Slow growing but will need some maintenance in the near future. 

Members agreed that the work will be carried out after the National Grid have 
undertaken their responsibilities and carry out the work required. 

 
Paths: Need sweeping.  
The top terrace paths were strimmed as a matter of urgency.  

The remainder requires strimming. Clerk to ask Mr Bryant when he intends to 
do this, noting that there are 42 hours in his contract to carry out this duty. 

 
Cemetery - Grounds Schedule Maintenance Programme:  

The bobcat is now being used to cut some the grass. Members are happy that 
the current specification is being met and further hours do not need to be 
allocated. 

All graves have been levelled accordingly. 
 

Play Equipment - Annual Inspection Report – Dec 23. 
 
Kings Corner Rec: The bolts in the roundabout are to be replaced. 

The shelter requires a clean. Matting is required under the big slide. 
 

Barnsclose Rec: No issues raised. 
 
Reports from Members as follows: 

Cemetery: Cllr. Mrs Louise Parish 
No further comment. 

 
Church Yard: Cllr. Mrs Louise Parrish / Parish Lengthsman:  
No further comment. 

 
Sports Field: Cllr. Mrs Christine Dubery 

Wasp nest has been dealt with 
 
Barnsclose:  Cllr. Mr Alan Ottey  

No further comment. 
  

Kings Corner: Cllr. Mr John Preston 
Cllr Rawle weeded the bed on the corner. 
 

Exmoor Lawns: Cllr. Mrs Louise Parrish 
One mole hill identified. No action required. 

 
Abbots Way/ Abbots Way Pond: Cllr. Allan Ottey 
Hedge by the school has been cut by Somerset Highways. 

 
Pound Walk: Cllr. Mrs Christine Dubery 

No issues raised. 
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Lorna Doone Roundabout & Grass Cutting: Cllr. Mrs Louise Parrish 
Clearance work has been undertaken.  

 
Urgent maintenance issues with regards all other grounds with 
permission of the Chairman:  

                   
Drains & Grips: Chairman approached six contractors. The cheapest quote 

obtained amounted to £82.00 per hour for two operatives plus the kit needed 
for digging out and jetting through. 
 

RESOLVED: Members agreed that Mr Woollacott is contracted to carry out 
future requirements concerning the gritting and jetting sometime in late 

October /November. Proposed by Mrs Dubery, seconded by Mr Ottey. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Chairman………………………………………………. 
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