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Minutes of the Grounds Committee meeting held on Thursday 23rd June 
2022 commencing at 2.00pm, in the Town Council Office, Lady Street, 
Dulverton. 
 
Present: Chairman: Cllr. Mrs Christine Dubery. Cllrs: Mr Alan Ottey; Mrs 
Louise Parrish and one member of the public.  
 
Deferment of Business for comment by the public.  
 
Miss Gemma Clapp - Regarding the trees that are aside 1 Barnsclose Mead, 
Dulverton TA22 9EU.  
 
‘I approached you last year regarding how much of a nuisance they are. I 
was told that a report was going to be made and that they have been 
trimmed. They have not been trimmed and they are now completely out of 
control.  
They are causing so much damage to the enjoyment of my garden and are 
causing potential material damage to my property. The whole side of the 
wall is green and damp and it’s causing the inside to be very damp where 
no sunlight gets in.   
But the main damage is to my garden. Every day I have to sweep up and 
sweep my daughters toys that are covered in branches and bird poo. Her 
trampoline is unusable until I have swept it all off and cleaned the bird poo 
off. It takes me half hour to do all this before my daughter can even go and 
play due to the mess and branches that are constantly in my garden.  
I can’t put my washing out to dry as it gets covered in bird poo and the 
debris that comes off the trees. I have had dead birds in my garden. 
These trees are going to continue to spiral out of control unless they are 
managed properly.’  
 
Miss Clapp was informed that the trees were assessed last year as being in 
good condition however the Council intends to have the trees in this area 
re-inspected as per the recommendation last year. If advised that some 
general maintenance should be undertaken at the end of the growing 
season then we will seek permissions and make arrangements to do so.  It 
is likely that a maximum of 25% of the tree can be taken away with 
attention to the lower branches to raise the crown. 
 
Apologies: Cllrs. Mr Bill Gash and Mr John Preston. 
 
Declarations of Interests: None 
 
Chairman’s Comments & Meeting Management: None 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Matters Arising: None 
 
Barnsclose Tree Maintenance: 
Members agreed that the trees are an effective noise barrier. 
Mr Takel to be requested to check that there is no impediment with regards 
access on the path. 
Balance of the tree needs to be checked – Clerk to organise a re- inspection by 
Chris Hawley regarding the trees in Barnsclose Recreation Ground as well as 
the trees previously reported on as requiring attention. 
 
Reports from Members as follows: 
Cemetery: Cllr. Mrs Louise Parish 
Old tatty plastic flowers to be removed. 
 
Church Yard: Cllr. Mrs Louise Parrish / Parish Lengthsman: Mr John Preston 
Flower bed by doorway requires attention. It was maintained by a parishioner 
who has passed away. Clerk to enquire from the Parish Office as to whether 
anyone is to take responsibility for the future maintenance of the area. 
The saplings situated by Lady Street stepped entrance need removing. 
 
A meeting is to be arranged to clarify policy concerning the burial of ashes, 
between representatives from the P.C.C. and DTC. 
 
A meeting is still to be arranged between the new owners of the Old School 
House and members concerning the retaining boundary wall. 
 
Sports Field: Cllr. Mrs Chris Dubery 
The Charity is scheduled to have AGM in July. No issues exist regarding 
maintenance. 
The grass has improved greatly since the removal of the moss. 
 
Barnsclose:  Cllr. Mr Alan Ottey  
No issues raised. 
 
Kings Corner: Cllr. Mr John Preston 
No issues raised. 
 
Exmoor Lawns: Cllr. Mrs Louise Parrish 
The height of the lower branches of the oak trees on the left hand side 
between the fire station and the roundabout need to be checked. 
Mr Takel to investigate what is required to secure the railings situated on 
the steps near the Bridge Inn. 
 
Abbots Way: Cllr. Mr Allan Ottey 
Some low branches require attention from ENPA. 
 
Jubilee Pond: Cllr. Mrs Chris Dubery 
New plants are being watered. Some more pond plants are needed. 
 
Pound Walk:  
No issues raised. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Lorna Doone Roundabout & Grass Cutting: Cllr. Mrs Louise Parrish 
No issues raised. 
 
Urgent maintenance issues with regards all other grounds 
with permission of the Chairman:  
 
Mowers: The Bobcat has recently been repaired. The Iseki requires 
attention. The Chairman suggested that consideration is given to trading in 
both the Bobcat and Iseki mower. She agreed to make further enquiries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


