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Minutes of the Grounds Committee meeting held on Thursday 10
February 2022 commencing at 2.30pm, in the Cemetery, Jury Road,
Dulverton.

Present: Chairman: Cllr. Mrs Christine Dubery. Clirs; Mr Bill Gash; Mr Alan
Ottey; Mrs Louise Parrish and Mr Nick Thwaites (DTC & SWT).

Deferment of Business for comment by the public.

Apologies: Clir. Mr John Preston

Declarations of Interests:
Cllr. Mrs Dubery regarding the Sports Field.

Chairman’s Comments & Meeting Management: None
Matters Arising: None

Cemetery - Site Visit:
Members consider possible further burial facilities within the cemetery.

Available space for the interment of ashes was identified as follows:

1) Possible 2 plots to the left of existing plots

2) Possible three rows of plots situated at the top of the cemetery - possible
96 plots.

Available space for full interments was identified as identified as follows:
1) The length of the cemetery at the far end, from the shed to the top

General Maintenance Observations:

1) Yew tree requires pruning and shaping.

2) Plastic Flowers to be removed.

3) Plots need to be identifiable - possible wooden markers as recommended
by Hedley Price.

4) The mower should be used for grass cutting - the strimmer for edging
around memorials.

5) Further grave levelling is to be undertaken.

6) Consideration given to the space between graves.
N.B. Advice from Hedley Price, received August 2014, states that between
9” and 12" space required between graves, 7 - 9 feet required between
rows. The average size of a dug grave is 30” wide x 6’2" long.



A general discussion took place regarding the overall standard of maintenance
and future maintenance specifications.

Abbots Way Pond - Site Visit:

Clir Mrs Dubery reported to members that she had met the new owners of the
house above the pond. The Collyns Trust is apparently being wound up. The
field is to be partially sold, negotiations being in the final stages. Once
completed successfully it will result in there being no access to the pond
whatever from the current access point in Great Meadow.

Cllr, Dubery was informed that further up the land just below Clir. Gash’s
garden there is an area of water that should/could go into the ditch just above
the pond; it currently fails to do so. Mr Gash was asked to consider this
adjustment at the visit. Furthermore the field running along by the side of
Abbotts Way also drains into this ditch the ditch running down the hill on this
side is very badly silted so water gathers in the bottom corner and has broken
through into the ditch. The ditch running along the bottom of the field is silted
up.

There is access for a mini digger through from Lion Stables car park when
necessary. Members were advised that the area behind the entry to the silt
traps should have a grate across the entrance and be checked and cleared as
needed. The pond and silt traps will have to be regularly maintained to ensure
that the silt can be disposed of properly.

Having been advised that the cost of creating a rill would amount to £4,500 plus
additional cost for of silt removal planting etc. and having determined the costs of
carrying out the work as specified below, members agreed that a more financially
viable approach would be to do the following, at the costs quoted by Mr Steve
Manley:

(N.B. - Invitations to tender were sent to three contractors, only one contractor
was willing to quote.)

Pond and Surrounding Area:

1) Clear existing silt 3 traps

2) Clear the ditch immediately behind the traps to the large tree

3) Move the island - to maintain water flow & provide wildlife access

4) Dig out pond silt remove and lift overflow to increase water level.

5) Remove top of the grass before membrane goes down.

6) Lay & peg a membrane over the grass area in front of the benches, plus lay an
edging board a foot off the edge of pond to stop anything put on top of
membrane falling into pond.

7) Plant out the membrane & pond with supplied plants

8) Planting of hedge around the boundary plus plant a replacement tree with

supplied plants

Total Cost - £2,315
Additional Cost for tree hedging/plants budget set at £650

Members agreed that the proposal to refurbish the pond as above is submitted to
Council at the next meeting. Appropriate signage is also to be considered.

Councillor Mr Nick Thwaites left the meeting.



Grounds Tree Work:

The Clerk has submitted a request to Western Power that the trees compromising
the power lines are cut back. This should be done within the next two weeks in
order that work can commence on the Incense Cedar located in the Churchyard.

Having considered two quotes successfully obtained by the Clerk (five companies
were invited to tender), with regards tree work situated in the Sports Field, All
Saints Church Yard and Abbots Way Pond members resolved the following on the
basis that the the quote provided the best value for money:

RESOLVED: To recommend to Council that the quote received from Arboricare
Ltd. amounting to £3,970.00 + VAT is accepted. Proposed by Mr Gash, seconded
by Mrs Parrish and carried.

Parish Lengthsman Scheme 2022/23:

The Clerk informed members that Timberscombe Parish Council had resolved
not to continue as a partner in the scheme. Mr Bryant has been informed and
his Service Agreement amended accordingly.

Barnsclose Picnic Table:
Having considered the options either to replace or repair the picnic table it was:

RESOLVED: To accept the quote received from BNC Carpentry amounting to
£160.00 to replace and fit a new top to the table. Proposed by Mr Ottey, seconded
by Mrs Parrish and carried.

Kings Corner Recreation Ground:
Having considered various types of awning members agreed that a powder coated

aluminium canopy would be the most practical solution and consequently:

RESOLVED: To accept the quote received from Summer Gardens & Leisure
Buildings Ltd. for a powder coated aluminium, retractable canopy, at a cost of
£265.83 + VAT. Proposed by Mrs Dubery, seconded by Mrs Parrish and carried.

Urgent maintenance issues with regards all other grounds with

permission of the Chairman:
None
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