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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the Grounds Committee of Dulverton Town Council held on Thursday 17th 
October 2024, commencing at 10.30am, in the Town Council Office Lady Street, 
Dulverton.  

 
PRESENT: Cllrs Christine Dubery (Chair), Alan Ottey, Louise Parrish, John 

Preston and Allison Crisp. 
 
No members of the public were present. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  

None 
 
3. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS & MEETING MANAGEMENT 

None 
 
4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

Noted. 
 
5. MATTERS ARISING  

None 
 
6. BUDGET DISCUSSIONS 

Committee considered the grounds maintenance cover for the following areas: 

• Sports field 

• Exmoor Lawns 

• Lorne Doone Roundabout 

• Kings Corner Rec 

• Barnsclose Rec 
 
Following discussion, it was agreed to recommend retention of the existing 
hours to carry out maintenance. 
 
With regard to the Cemetery, Jury Road, and the main Churchyard it was also 
agreed to recommend retention of the existing hours to carry out existing 
levels of maintenance.
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Committee recommended to Council that the hourly pay be increased from 
£14 per hour to £14.50 per hour. 
 
It was agreed to contact both contractors to confirm that they wished to 
continue undertaking the contracts for the 2025/26 financial year. 
 

7. JUBILEE POND  
It was noted that the following works needed to be carried out: 

• The three silt traps needed to be emptied. However, Council had been 
advised that the area above the silt traps needed to be cleared first; 

• A sum of £500 had been set aside under Earmarked Reserves to clear the 
silt traps; 

• Contact would be made with Mr D Fuller regarding this work; 

• The clearance would also be discussed with the Groundsman. 
 
(Cllr Ottey left at 11:08am) 
 

8. EXMOOR LAWNS 
The following matters were considered: 

• Horses were sometimes tied up on the lawns and complaints had been 
received regarding horse manure being left; 

• Canoe usage of the river had now commenced; 

• The trees on the lawns required inspection; 

• The request for a bench was discussed. 
 
With regards to the memorial bench request the following recommendation 
was made: 

• Two locations would be offered at the Lawns by the picnic bench or Kings 
Corner Rec; 

• The Marmax heritage style bench was the only model approved’ 

• Noted that a number of events were held on the Lawns and siting needed 
to take these into consideration; 

• There were also concerns re flooding and maintenance of the area. 
 

9. CHURCH YARD & CEMETERY 
Noted that half of the terrace paths had now been cleared. 
 
It was agreed to request support from Andy T to assist Shaun when strimming 
the area behind the church above the terrace wall. 
 
It was agreed to request that the area by the far access to the Churchyard 
from Lady Street be strimmed. 
 
It was agreed to retain the Grounds Schedule Maintenance Programme as 
currently specified. 

 
10. PLAY EQUIPMENT  

Noted that the Annual Inspection Reports had been commissioned. 
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11. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS  
The following works were agreed: 

• The ashes area in the cemetery required strimming; 

• Pound Walk – Clerk to investigate ownership and responsibility of this 
path; 

• Hollam Lane, Lady Street, Fore Street, School Lane and Milbank Lane – 
Drains needed clearing. Cllr Dubery would contact the contractor to 
arrange this and to agree the best time for the works to take place; 

• Flowers on graves – It was agreed that prior to removal of any artificial 
flowers a photo would be sent to the Clerk, contact would be made with 
the grave owner asking them to remove the flowers within a period of 2 
weeks, and if they had not been removed within that period then the 
Council would remove them; 

• The Cemetery rules would be amended accordingly; 

• Cllr Dubery would contact a suitable contractor to help remove the silt at 
Jubilee Pond; 

• All the equipment would need servicing in November ready for the new 
season. Clerk to action. 

 
12. ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN 
 None. 
 

There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 11:46am. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________  _______________________ 
CHAIR:      DATE: 


