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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 9" September 2024
at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX.

Present: Clir Mrs Christine Dubery (Chair), Clir Mr Nick Thwaites, Clir Mr Alan Ottey,
Clir Mrs Margaret Rawle and ClIr Mrs Allison Crisp.

ALSO PRESENT: Clir. Mrs Frances Nicholson, Somerset Council (S.C.) who left at
who left at 7:45pm, the Town Clerk Designate and the Admin Officer.

Deferment of Business for Comment by the Public:
There were no members of the public present. No matters were raised.

Apologies for absence and acceptance of any reasons offered if agreed:
Clir Mrs Louise Parrish, Cllir Mr John Preston, Clir Mrs Ann Van Praag and Clir Mr
Stephen Pugsley, Somerset Council (S.C.)

Declarations of Interest:
None not already declared.

Chairman’s Comments & Meeting Management
The Chair had no comments.

Questions for Somerset Councillors:

Clir Mrs Frances Nicholson- S.C.

No Dogs Byelaw Sign — No further progress had been made identifying who had
produced the sign and where a new one could be sourced. It appeared to be a
former District Council sign. Somerset Council had indicated that it would not provide
a replacement.

Foodbank Future — This had been raised at the LCN and a presentation had been
received. The option to use the former Youth Club building to house the foodbank
had been suggested. It was also in the process of becoming a Community Interest
Company but a number of requirements had to be met including the appointment of
Trustees, a suitable venue, volunteers and funding. There might be the possibility of
various local foodbanks potentially joining forces.

Barnsclose Industrial Unit — This had now been advertised for sale by informal
tender. It was agreed to forward the details to Stag Environmental for information.
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School — The new term had commenced without any issues. There continued to be
rumours that the old school site might be developed but there was a process to be
followed including a ruling by the Department of Education that it was no longer
required for educational purposes, something that had not been confirmed locally as
yet.

Recycling Centre — There was no further update regarding the future of the recycling
centre. There had been a number of changes to Lead Members at SC and it was
agreed to contact the new Lead Member for Transport and Waste, Cllr Wilkins and
invite him to a meeting to discuss this matter.

Minutes of the meeting held on 12™ August 2024 circulated: were approved and
signed. Proposed by ClIr Thwaites, seconded by Clir Crisp and carried.

7113 Update of action points resulting from the last meeting:

7100: Barnsclose Recreation Ground — South West Water Proposals: Noted that a
rental payment for the area had been received by the Council. Agreed to
contact South West Water again to confirm when they are going to vacate the
site.

7100: DTC Website: Noted that no further update available as the designer was on
holiday.

7104: S.C. - Disposal of Non-Operational Assets - Barnsclose Industrial Estate:
Details of the sale had now been published. Purchase would be by informal
tender.

7105: Electric Charging Points: Noted that a survey had been requested which would
be free of charge. This would take around 6 weeks to carry out an
assessment of the required infrastructure, works required and identification of
the electrical feeds.

7108: Electricity Supply: There was no further update on this matter.

7109: Co-option: It was agreed to promote the casual vacancy on the Town Council
and try to fill the vacancy.

7110: Banking Hub: An application for Dulverton had been submitted and a
response would be received within the next 3-6 months. It was agreed to let
the resident know that an application had been submitted.

7114 Monthly Accounts: July 2024 & August 2024:

Financial Statement: It was proposed by ClIr Rawle, seconded by CliIr Ottey
and RESOLVED to adopt the Financial Statement relating to July 2024. It was
noted that due to a technical hitch the August statement was unavailable.

Payments for approval: It was proposed by ClIr Thwaite, seconded by ClIr
Rawle and RESOLVED to approve the list of payments.

7115 Committees: The following minutes were considered and approved by the
relevant Committee members and adopted as part of this meeting:

a) Grounds Committee Meeting held on 13" August 2024 — The following
updates were noted:
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b)

d)

e Church Wall — this was being addressed.

e Silt Traps — Andy Takel had been requested to empty the silt traps at
Jubilee Pond. An additional person would be required.

e Exmoor Lawns — Vehicles continued to park and obstruct the access
slope by the Exmoor National Park Headquarters. They would be
contacted and requested to ensure that no staff members parked there in
future.

e Churchyard Top Terraces — It was agreed to ask Shaun to strim the
terraces as soon as practicable.

e Play Equipment Repairs — the roundabout bolts had now been replaced.

e Hedge by the School — this had now been cut.

It was proposed by ClIr Crisp, seconded by Clir Ottey and RESOLVED to
approve the minutes of the Grounds Committee meeting held on 13™ August
2024.

Town Management Committee Meeting — 13" August 2024— The following

updates were noted:

e Public Toilet Lights — It was agreed to check to see if the bulb had been
replaced.

e Lions Stables — Cllr Dubery informed the meeting that she was still waiting
for a response regarding any permissions that had been granted by
Somerset Council.

e Flood Shed - It was noted that the flood shed indicated in the minutes
was not the one in the Lion Car park but the one in the Guildhall car park.
It was agreed to ask Andy to repair the roof.

e |t was noted that the new defibrillator at the Bridge Pub had now been
installed. It was agreed to investigate ways to promote the locations of all
the defibrillators in Dulverton and publicise them on various noticeboards
and platforms.

e Rough Sleepers — It had been reported at the latest LCN meeting that this
issue had been addressed.

e Weed Control — It was agreed to action to extension of the weed control
agreed in the minutes.

It was proposed by ClIr Thwaites, seconded by Cllr Rawle and RESOLVED to
approve the minutes of the Town Management Committee meeting held on
13™ August 2024.

ClIr Ottey left the meeting at 20.30hrs.
Planning Committee Meeting — 13" August 2024 — It was proposed by ClIr

Crisp, seconded by ClIr Rawle and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the
Planning Committee meeting held on 13" August 2024.

Dulverton Partnership Committee Meeting — 21% August 2024 — It was
proposed by Clir Dubery, seconded by ClIr Crisp and RESOLVED to approve
the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 13" August 2024.
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7116

7117

7118

7119

7120

7121

A request for additional volunteers was made to help with the Fun Run being
organised on Sunday 15" September 2024 starting at 9:50am.

Planning: Proposed by ClIr Rawle, seconded by Cllr Dubery and RESOLVED:
e That no planning applications had been received.
e To note the approvals and refusals received.

Cllr Ottey returned to the meeting at 20.35hrs.
SALC Annual Affiliation: It was proposed by Clir Rawle, seconded by Clir

Dubery and RESOLVED to agree the annual affiliation to SALC at a cost of
£415.66

Reaqister of Community Assets: Members noted the report presented and
agreed to submit applications for the community assets outlined in the report.

Correspondence:
Correspondence noted by members.

Clir Ottey had attended the HMS Dulverton evening which had been both
enjoyable and informative.

Questions for Members who have attended additional meetings:

Cllr Thwaites and ClIr Rawle had attended the recent LCN meeting. The
minutes were awaited. It was noted that salt bins and salt bags that were half
full would not be filled but all the empty ones would be. There was an update
on the Moorland Foodbank and a complaint had been submitted regarding the
number of potholes in Dulverton.

It was agreed to contact Somerset Highways and request that the Highways
Team be asked to inspect the road surface from the Andrews Hill junction,
along the B3222 at Kings Corner, through Bridge Street and High Street as far
as Vicarage Hill as there was a health and safety concern.

It was noted that the next LCN meeting would take place on 11" October
2024 at the Sports Field, Dulverton at 10am.

Cllr Rawle had attended the Patient Group meeting. One of the receptionists
who had worked at the Medical Centre for 32 years was retiring. The
dispensary van had been reduced to 3 days a week and there was a need to
identify more voluntary drivers to deliver prescriptions.

Flu clinics would be held on 5™ and 12™ October from 9am to 3pm, the time to
answer telephone calls was on average one minute 30 seconds and a
Newsletter was going to be coming out soon.

Issues to be raised with permission of the Chairman:
It was noted that the vegetation at the Leet needed to be removed.
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Council noted that someone had been locked in the toilet block on the
previous Saturday as the lock had malfunctioned. The toilet had been closed
and Cllr Dubery would endeavour to identify a locksmith to carry out the
necessary repairs as soon as possible.

There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for attending and
closed the meeting at 9:12pm.

CHAIR: DATE:
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