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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 14th October 2024 
at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX. 

 
PRESENT: Cllr Christine Dubery (Chair), Cllr Allison Crisp, Cllr Alan Ottey, Cllr 
Louise Parrish, Cllr John Preston, Cllr Margaret Rawle, Cllr Nick Thwaites and Cllr 
Ann Van Praag.  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Cllr. Mrs Frances Nicholson, Somerset Council (SC), Stephen 
Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC), the Town Clerk, the Administration Officer and 
three members of the public. 
 
DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC  
Three members of the public were present. Concern was expressed regarding the 
management of the Cemetery and the Cemetery Rules & Regulations especially with 
regard to plastic/artificial flowers. 
 
It was confirmed that the Council’s Rules & Regulations for the cemetery did not 
allow any plastic or artificial flowers to be placed on the graves. Council confirmed 
that it would discuss the current cemetery Rules & Regulations and the process of 
removing plastic/artificial flowers. 
 
7122. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND ACCEPTANCE OF REASONS  

No apologies had been received. 

7123. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

None not already declared. 
 

7124. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS & MEETING MANAGEMENT 
It was agreed to bring Agenda Item 8 forward. 

 
7125. QUESTIONS FOR SOMERSET COUNCILLORS 

 
Food Bank update 
Council noted an update on the Foodbank and discussions to help secure its 
future. Dulverton PCC would not be in a position to continue to deliver the 
Foodbank and an alternative organization was being considered. There was 
funding available to help employ a consultant to develop some options. The 
volunteers involved had indicated that they would be happy to continue. 
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The following item was brought forward on the agenda 
 
7126. MOTION  

The following motion was proposed by Cllr Thwaites, seconded by Cllr 
Preston and agreed unanimously: 
 
Dulverton Town Council RESOLVED to agree in principle to apply to 
SALC Community Health & Wellbeing for seed funding to support 
the transition for the Moorland Food Bank.  Any granted monies awarded 
by SALC will be held by Dulverton Town Council as a ring-fenced 
financial item. 
 
Council further agrees to engage a consultant to undertake this project 
forward and gives delegated authority to Cllr Thwaites to liaise directly 
with the consultant. 
 
Should Council need to, authority is given to use the £500 currently 
ringfenced to support the foodbank to top up any shortfall that may occur 
if funding is granted. 

 
7127. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by Cllr Parrish and 
RESOLVED to to formally approve and adopt the minutes of the 
Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 9th September 2024. 
 

7128. UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS FROM THE LAST MEETING: 
 
7100:  Barnclose Recreation Ground: South West Water Plans – Council noted 

that two emails had been sent to the Agent requesting further details of 
South West Water’s intentions in this area. To date no reply had been 
received. It was agreed to continue to pursue the agent for a response. 

 
7100:  DTC Website: Council noted that the contract had been signed, a 50% 

payment had been made and further payments for the required software 
for the new website. It was expected to take around five weeks to 
develop the basic site. Initially two years of documentation would be 
uploaded. Members were requested to provide high resolution 
photographs to upload. 

 
7108:  Electricity Supply Contracts: Council noted that this item was ongoing but it 

was hoped that it would be resolved as soon as possible. 
 
7109:  Councillor Co- Option: Council noted the following co-option eligibility 

requirements: 

• On the current electoral register for the Parish/Ward 
• Have lived in the parish or within 3 miles of the parish boundary during the 

whole of the 12 months before the day of nomination & election 
• Main place of business during the last 12 months before the day of 

nomination & election is based in the parish 
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• Occupy as owner or tenant property within the parish for 12 months 
before the day of nomination & election 

 
7129. MONTHLY ACCOUNTS 

The monthly accounts for August and September 2024 were presented 
to Council for agreement and adoption. 
 
Financial Statement: Council RESOLVED to adopt the Financial Statement 
relating to August 2024.  
 
Payments for approval (General Account): It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, 
seconded by Cllr Parrish and RESOLVED to approve the list of payments 
from the General Account for August 2024 amounting to £17,063.96. Income 
was £3,857.14. 

 
Payments for approval (Events Account): It was proposed by Cllr Preston, 
seconded by Cllr Parrish and RESOLVED to approve the list of payments 
from the Events Account for August 2024 amounting to £2,461.15. Income 
was £560.05. 
 
Financial Statement: Council RESOLVED to adopt the Financial Statement 
relating to September 2024.  
 
Payments for approval (General Account): It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, 
seconded by Cllr Van Praag and RESOLVED to approve the list of payments 
from the General Account for September 2024 amounting to £5,532.98. 
Income was £65. 

 
Payments for approval (Events Account): It was proposed by Cllr Rawle, 
seconded by Cllr Ottey and RESOLVED to approve the list of payments from 
the Events Account for September 2024 amounting to £3,058.00. Income was 
£4,098.53. 
 

7130.  COMMITTEES 
The following minutes were considered and approved by the relevant 
Committee members and adopted as part of this meeting: 

 
a) Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting – It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, 

seconded by Cllr Parrish and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 
Planning Committee meeting held on 19th September 2024. 

     
7131. PLANNING 

Proposed by Cllr Rawle, seconded by Cllr Preston and RESOLVED to adopt 
the comments of the Planning Committee to support applications 6/9/24/013 & 
6/9/24/016 and to note final approvals. 
 

7132.  COUNCILLOR ALLOWANCES 
Council considered the option to implementing Councillor Allowances. It 
was proposed by Cllr Preston, seconded by Cllr Parrish and RESOLVED 
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not to adopt Councillor Allowances for Members of Dulverton Town 
Council. 

 
7133. ANNUAL PLAY AREA INSPECTIONS 

It was proposed by Cllr Ottey, seconded by Cllr Parrish and RESOLVED 
to appoint GB Sports and Leisure Ltd to undertake the annual play area 
inspections at a cost of £190 +VAT for the two play areas.  

 
7134. REGISTER OF COMMUNITY ASSETS 

Council noted that the community asset submissions had not been 
actioned as yet but would be submitted within the next few weeks.  

 
7135.  CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence was noted by Members. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Dubery, seconded by Cllr Preston and 
RESOLVED to fund the cost of securing free car parking in Dulverton on 
the run up to Christmas on Saturday 7th, 14th and 21st December 2024 at 
a cost of £450 + VAT. 

 
7136.  QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL 

MEETING 
Council noted the following reports: 
 
Somerset Playing Fields Association AGM – Cllr ; was delighted to report 
that at the AGM the Council was awarded a commendation for the 
Sports field and Second Place and a cheque for £50 for the Kings Corner 
Recreation Ground. Thanks were extended to Andy Takel, Groundsman, 
for the hard work in he has undertaken. Council agreed to secure a 
garden voucher in recognition of Mr Takel’s achievement. 
 
Cllr Rawle presented the following report following the recent LCN 
meeting held in Dulverton: 

• Exebridge to Brushford was still on the list to be resurfaced but 
would not now be undertaken until the next financial year; 

• Andrew Hill junction to top of Vicarage Hill: nothing was planned but 

would be consulted on; 

• The Highways Officer, Kali Martin, had attended a site visit and taken 
photographs and notes; 

• Kings Corner would be inspected in the future for either patching or 
resurfacing; 

• The bridge to Vicarage Hill – this was being put forward for possible 

resurfacing but some parts have not yet reached the threshold for 
resurfacing. Disruption was possible with a road closure to undertake 
patching. Timetable was between 12 to 18 months but the works 
would be in the system. 

 
7137. ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN 

It was noted that the Kings Corner shelter required painting. 
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Antisocial behaviour had been reported recently with both newspapers 
left outside the Co-op and the litter bin being thrown into the pond. No 
damage had been suffered and the bun had been re-sited. 
 
The pond required some work in February 2025 to remove the 
pondweed. 
 
Council noted that the defibrillator from the Lion required a service and 
new batteries. This would be actioned by the Clerk. 
 
It was agreed to place posters indicating the locations of all the 
defibrillators in Dulverton. 
 
Some concern had been expressed that the EV chargers in the car park 
has set off a car alarm. No other reports of this had been received. 
 
Following on from someone being locked in the toilet the emergency pay 
as you go telephone had been found to be no longer working. It was 
noted that Council would need to consider who would be responsible for 
the telephone in future. 
 
There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 9.27pm. 
 
 
 
___________________________  _______________________ 
CHAIR:     DATE: 
 

 


