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DULVERTON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Dulverton Town Council meeting held on Monday 11" November
2024 at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall, Fore Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX.

PRESENT: Clir Christine Dubery (Chair), ClIr Allison Crisp, Clir Alan Ottey, Clir
Louise Parrish, ClIr John Preston, Cllir Margaret Rawle, ClIr Nick Thwaites and ClIr
Ann Van Praag.

ALSO PRESENT: Cllrs Mrs Frances Nicholson, Somerset Council (SC), Stephen
Pugsley, Somerset Council (SC), the Town Clerk and the Administration Officer.

Prior to the commencement of business the Council made a presentation to Mr
Takel, Groundsman, for achieving a silver award for the Sports Field in Dulverton.

DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC
There were no members of the public present.

7138. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None.

7139. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
No additional Declarations of Interest were made.

7140. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair read out a card received from the previous Clerk, Mrs Munday,
thanking members and staff for her retirement presents and final sendoff.

7141. QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Boundary Commission Update

An electoral review of the Somerset Ward Councillor boundaries would
run until 20" January 2025. Originally there were 55 wards with 2
members per ward totalling 110 Council Members. The aim was to
reduce this to around 96 creating single member wards with around
4,500 to 4,600 electors in each. The Council agreed to develop a
response to ensure that Dulverton was adequately represented.
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LCN/Redundancies, Somerset Council

Members were provided with an update on the current consultation with
staff related to significant redundancies. It appeared that Somerset
Council was trying to cut the services that interacted most closely with
the public including the Highways Department. As Dulverton had been
part of the Highways pilot it had firsthand experience of how well the
closer contact with Highways can improve the service provided to
residents.

Council agreed to write to the Chief Executive and the Leader of the
Council expressing its concern regarding the proposals and the impact it
would have on services.

7142. MINUTES
It was proposed by ClIr Van Praag, seconded by CllIr Rawle and
RESOLVED to formally approve and adopt the minutes of the Dulverton
Town Council meeting held on Monday 14™ October 2024 subject to the
agreed amendment.

7143. UPDATE OF ACTION POINTS RESULTING FROM THE LAST
MEETING

Foodbank

Thanks were extended to all those who had supported the development
of a Moorland Foodbank CIC. A number of people had now come
forward willing to act as Trustees enabling the CIC to be set up. The
Somerset Council Officer would only be in post until the end of March so
this needed to be progressed. The consultant had undertaken significant
work and SPARKS were also involved. The use of the Dulverton PCC
funds were restricted. Brushford PCC will hold the funds until the new
CIC is formed. MAGNA had offered maintenance support and it was
suggested that this be accepted subject to conditions, if any. Overheads
needed to be sorted out and a five year lease had been offered by
Somerset Council based on maintaining the building rather than charging
a rent. A five year electrical check was required.

Barnsclose Proposal, South West Water

Council considered the most recent email request from South West
Water (SWW) regarding the potential purchase of some land at
Barnsclose. It was noted that the land had a covenant and it was unclear
how SWW envisaged the layout of the area to make it fit for purpose for
young people to use. Council agreed to respond requesting clarity on
what the full proposals and plans of SWW actually were.

Website
A draft website was in place and both layout and colour were currently
being considered.
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Electrical Supply
A new contract had been accepted and it was hoped that the outstanding
issues would be addressed as soon as possible.

Co-option
Members noted that an expression of interest had been received and a
co-option would be considered at the next meeting.

Antisocial Behaviour
Members noted the recommended solution by the Police following the
recent antisocial behaviour (Minute 7137)

MONTHLY ACCOUNTS - OCTOBER 2024

Financial Statement — It was proposed by ClIr Rawle, seconded by ClIr
Van Praag and RESOLVED to formally approve the Financial Statement
relating to October 2024

Bank Reconciliations & Payments for Approval — It was proposed by
ClIr Crisp, seconded by ClIr Parrish and RESOLVED to formally approve
the Bank Reconciliation Statement related to the General Account
amounting to £9,266.74 expenditure and £1,089.60 income.

It was proposed by CllIr Preston, seconded by CllIr Rawle and
RESOLVED to formally approve the Bank Reconciliation Statement
related to the Events Account amounting to £1,965.70 expenditure and
£3,296.96 income.

COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

Dulverton Partnership Group Meeting — It was proposed by Clir
Thwaites, seconded by Clir Crisp and RESOLVED to approve the
minutes of the Dulverton Partnership Committee meeting held on 15
October 2024

Grounds Committee — It was proposed by ClIr Preston, seconded by
Clir Parrish and RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Planning
Committee meeting held on 17" October 2024 as amended.

PLANNING

Planning Comments — Proposed by ClIr Rawle, seconded by ClIr
Preston and RESOLVED to adopt the comments of the Planning
Committee to support application 3/09/24/002 and to note final
approvals.

Local Plan Engagement Submission — It was noted that the draft

submission of this early engagement activity with City, Town, and Parish
Councils by Somerset Council to collect important information to help
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shape the Local Plan was currently being developed. The draft version
would be sent to all Members for approval prior to final submission.

7147. SALARY INCREASE
It was proposed by ClIr Dubery, seconded by ClIr Crisp and RESOLVED
to note that agreement has been reached regarding the Local
Government salary increase, ratify the implementation of the 3.67%
increase and to backdate it to 15 April 2024 for all staff.

7148. CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence was noted by Members.

It was noted that a Walk and Talk scheme concerning violence against
Women and Girls will be taking place between 28" November and

10" December 2024. It was agreed to take up the offer of a walk in
Dulverton for women and girls aged 18 and above during the 10 day
event.

7149. QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ADDITIONAL
MEETINGS
The report from the LCN meeting recently attended was noted.

7150. ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN
It was agreed to try to book a Christmas lunch on Tuesday 10"
December for all Councillors and staff.

The following Committee Meeting dates were agreed:

e Grounds Committee — Tuesday 19" November at 12:15pm

e Town Management Committee — Tuesday 19" November at 1:15pm
e HR/Personnel Committee — Tuesday 26" November at 10:30am

e Legal & Finance Committee — Tuesday 26™ November at 11:15am

There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for their
attendance and closed the meeting at 9.10pm.

CHAIR: DATE:
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