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Minutes of the Meeting of Dulverton Town Council

Held on Monday 12" August 2024 at 7.15pm, in the Town Hall,
Fore Street, Dulverton TA22.

Present: Chairman: Mrs Christine Dubery. Councillors: Cllr. Mr Nick Thwaites; Mr
Alan Ottey; Mrs Louise Parrish; Mr John Preston; Mrs Margaret Rawle; Mrs Ann
Van Praag, Mrs Allison Crisp. Cllr. Mr Stephen Pugsley, Somerset Council (S.C.)
who left at who left at 8.15pm. There were 3 members of the public.

Deferment of Business for Comment by the Public:

Mrs Jenny Barker — Moorland Food Bank: Members were informed that the facility
was in imminent danger of being evicted from its present location, however has
recently been given an extension to remain until spring 2025. The long term future
remains a concern.

It was suggested that the facility could possibly be housed in the old Youth Club.
Somerset County do not consider the building a surplus asset and it will be vacant
in the near future. Clir Pugsley suggested that negotiations concerning the future
use of the premises may be a possibility. Members acknowledged that there were
maintenance issues to be resolved.

Mrs Barker informed members that she intends to resign from her volunteering
position with the food bank On 31/12/24. The organisation currently sits ‘under the
umbrella’ of the P.C.C. who it is predicted will decide to withdraw from this role at
their meeting scheduled to be held in September 2024. However, Somerset
Community Council has been successful in creating Community Interest Companies
and this model and food delivery system is to be explored with regards the
Moorland Food Bank. If successful it will create more funding opportunities.

Mr Keith Day, Stag Environmental — Barnclose Industrial Units: The industrial units
are currently up for sale having been deemed as surplus assets by Somerset
Council. The existing leaseholders failed to receive any notice from S.C.

Stay Environmental employ eight people and cater to the needs of local farmers
and Mr Day is anxious to secure the future of the business in Dulverton as he
considers the location not only to be good for his business but for the economic
sustainability of Dulverton and the surrounding area. To that end S.C. has been
offered the market value of the site, however a response has not been received to
date. No information has been forthcoming from S.C. and there are no alternative
units available on Exmoor.

Cllr. Mr Pugsley stated that both he and Councillor Mrs Nicholson would pursue the
issue and suggested that he and Mr Day remain in touch.
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Apologies for absence and acceptance of any reasons offered if
agreeg:

Clir Mrs Frances Nicholson (S.C.).

Declarations of Interest:
None not already declared.

Chairman’s Comments & Meeting Management
Members were informed that the Clerk has submitted a letter of resignation due to

her impending retirement, and will leave the position on 30/09/24. The Chairman
thanked the Clerk for her 22 years of service and stated that she would be greatly
missed.

Questions for Somerset Councillors:
Clirs. Mr Stephen Pugsley - S.C.

1) Salt Bin Locations: Cllr Mrs Rawls will ensure that all the existing salt bins are
identified on the map provided by S.C. and check as to whether they require
filling.

2) Signage:

Winsford Hill: Signing issues have been resolved.

Vicarage Hill: Problems still exist with regards the ‘priority; signage and its
location. Clir Mr Pugsley suggested that the issue is raised at the next
scheduled Highways meeting.

3) Ongoing challenges were identified as follows:

a) Closing of the Dulverton School site

b) Relocation of the Visitors Centre — It was suggested that the Dulverton Civic
Society may have an interest using the vacant premises.

c) Recycling Centre Proposed Closure - It was noted that there had been no
further developments.

Minutes of the meeting held on 8™ July 2024 circulated: were approved and
signed. Proposed by Mrs Parrish, seconded by Mrs Rawle and carried.

7100 Update of action points resulting from the last meeting:

7090: Barnclose — Sewerage Works Access:

An email from Megan Irish-Edwards informed members that unfortunately there
are some issues at Dulverton Sewage Treatment Works which urgently need
repairing.

In order to facilitate the works, South West Water’s contractors proposed to deliver
a welfare unit and the required materials via the temporary access track through
the play park on Monday 12" August. There will be additional vehicular movements
whilst the necessary equipment is brought into the site until Wednesday 14™
August.

It is then anticipated the works will take 5 weeks to complete so there will be other
vehicle movements throughout this period. The team have been asked to ensure
that the entrance to the track is locked each time it is open/closed to avoid anyone
unauthorised gaining access to the track.

The company is interested in purchasing some land to make the track permanent.



DTC responded by commenting that the agreement has now expired and will need
to be renewed. Furthermore, future negotiations concerning the sale of land will
require specific proposals from South West Water before members will be able to
give the matter any further serious consideration. In the meantime, once the
emergency work is completed members would like the play equipment to be
reinstated within two weeks to ensure that it can be used until such time as the
issues are resolved.

7096: DTC Website:

Cllrs Mrs Christine Dubery and Mr Nick Thwaites contacted several companies
regarding the proposal to redesign the current Town Council website, to use an
alternative provider as well as install a search function. Only two quotes were
received and having made further enquiries they feel confident in recommending
AR Designs whose quote has been competitive and the responses to enquiries
prompt and informative.

RESOLVED: To approve the engagement of AR Designs and the availability of funds
of £2,000. Proposed by Mr Thwaites, seconded by Mrs Dubery and
carried.

7101 Accounts:
The financial statement for July 2024 was unavailable.

7102 Committees:
Minutes to be approved by the relative Committee members and be adopted as part
of this meeting:

a) Dulverton Partnership Meeting - 10" July 2024

RESOLVED: To adopt as part of this meeting the minutes of the Dulverton
Partnership Group Meeting held on 10™ July 2024. Proposed by Mrs Crisp, seconded
by Mrs Dubery and carried.

7103 Planning:
No planning applications were received.
Members noted the approvals and refusals.

7104 S.C. - Disposal of Non-Operational Assets - Barns Close Industrial
Estate:

The Clerk was instructed to write to Mr Charlie Field S.C. Head of Estates Strategy
& Development, stating that members have been informed of the current
leaseholder’s interest in buying and securing the units. Furthermore, members are
aware of S.C. policy to encourage rural business communities and stress that it is
imperative that these facilities are retained for business and employment purposes
to ensure the social and economic future of Dulverton.

7105 Electric Charging Points:

Members were advised that an offer has been received from a company to carry out

a free feasibility assessment with regards the installation of:

1) Two/four charging units along the side and rear of the toilet block, Lion Car
Park.

2) Two charging units behind the Sports Field Pavilion/squash building.

The response is estimated to be presented by mid/end summer.




RESOLVED: To engage Believ to carry out a feasibility assessment as above.
Proposed by Mr Preston, seconded by Mrs Dubery and carried.

7106 Dulverton Food Bank:
No further comment.

7107 Secret Gardens Grant Award - (Sec. 137)

Following the success of the Open Gardens Event held in Dulverton in July 2024
members of the Dulverton Partnership felt it appropriate, and therefore
recommend, that a donation from the funds raised of £1,250 is made to the
Moorland Food Bank.

RESOLVED: To award a grant of £1,250.00 to the Moorland Food Bank. Proposed by
Mrs Dubery, seconded by Mr Ottey and carried.

7108 Electricity Supply:
Members were informed that the Finance Officer was making enquiries to various

suppliers concerning the current tariffs available.

7109 Councillor Co- Option:
No further developments.

7110 Correspondence:
Correspondence noted by members.

Mrs Janet Morris — Request that members pursue Cashaccessco.uk to open a
banking hub in Dulverton.
Members are not opposed to the idea and instructed the Clerk to make enquiries
concerning the criteria etc.

7111 Questions for Members who have attended additional meetings:

Dulverton School Site Meeting - Monday 31st July 10:00 to 12:30:

The meeting discussed the whole Dulverton school site along with the continued
location of the food bank and the possible use of the "given" back site/land to SC
which has now taken place.

In attendance: SC - Charlie Field (CF) - Head of Estates Strategy & Development,
Bill Gash (BN) - Co-Chair - TEF Governing Body, Jenny Barker (JB) and her Food
Bank team, ClIr Frances Nicholson (FN) SC, Nick Thwaites (NT) represented DTC.

The visit enabled CF to get an understanding of the site, its location and the issues
first hand.

The food bank (room/building) was looked at and it was pointed out by JB that
the roof of the food bank building leaked although not excessively, this was
acknowledged by CF but he said there would not be any financial assistance to fix
the leak. The food bank room/building was included in the handed back school
buildings although it was "agreed" in principle the food bank location although
temporary should be safe until the beginning of next year. In the meantime the
food bank should look for an alternative location.



The Dulverton Youth club building was mentioned as a possible site for the Food
bank however CF indicated that it was down for being sold. A visit to the youth club
was facilitated by John Preston - thank you.it was pointed out that the youth club
roof need some repair.

BN showed CF round the "old" school buildings. Overall the school buildings being
given up were not in the best state of repair and clearly maintenance had been
lacking for a few years. Dulverton and Exmoor are consulted on future uses for it -
and to make sure it isn’t left to rot and fall apart. Sadly the swimming pool was not
being used however with operating costs of around £20k plus operational heath and
safely issues made it uneconomically viable.

NB: It was mentioned depending what happens the given up school buildings could
be demolished and land used for building. However new houses could mean an
increase in the number of children who would require more school places which
would not exist if the building had been removed - a catch 22 situation - nothing
was resolved.

Local Community Network Meeting - Attended by Clirs Mrs Chris Dubery and Mrs
Margaret Rawle who shared advice given at the meeting concerning the use of
Speed Indicator Devices. Members considered the advice but determined not to
pursue the issue.

7112 Issues to be raised with permission of the Chairman:

Adders have been seen and identified in Valentines and the surrounding area.
Members of the public are to be warned to be vigilant.
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